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#938 BRASS 
HORSE HEAD 
COAT HOOK 


Is beautifully detailed, 
case in solid, golden 
brass. About 7" high. 
Is large enough and 
Strong enough to hold 
towels, hats, coats, 
etc. Will encourage 
Children to hang up 
their coats. Comes 


with screws. $8.95 
#933 EXPANDING PERSONAL FILE 











3 TIER HANGING 
WIRE BASKET 
Holds your favorite plants, 
flowers, vegetables. Hangs 
from wall or ceiling, 33” 
long with hanging hook. 7", 
8", and 9" diameter baskets. 



















Keeps you organized, Holds 
bills, tax forms, receipts, 
statements, and all your 
important papers safe and 

easily accessible. Comes with 
12 month A - Z index, and 12 
blank self stick labels. When closed is 9" x 12”. 


#738 GENUINE JADE 
DICE IN RED VELVET 
RAWSTRING POUCH 


= Hand polished genuine 
Jade Dice with golden dots 

in this luxurious red velvet 
pouch make an unusual 

attractive gift for the 


gentleman gambler. 






























$9.95 











$5.95 


#945 5-WAY 
HANDY AXE TOOL s 


Sturdy steel axe and hammer tool is also 

a screwdriver, nail puller, and maqnet for holding 
screws and nails. Excellent for home, office, car, 
camping, boating, or hiking. 9" overall with 342" head. 


ial’? 














#730 SIREN LIGHT = 


Siren light lights up your way and the siren screams 

loud and clear when needed, and can be heard a mile 
away. Siren can be triggered by itself or with light 
Works on 2 "C” batteries (not included) $4.95 


Pocket size telescope-microscope combination—iooxs 
like a pen but is a high power telescope for observing 


distant objects. ideal for students, sportsmen, 
hobbyists, etc. 6" overall length 


$2.95 














#743 SALEM 










This chest is just like those sailors used to hold their 
belongings many years ago, Handcrafted of pine with 
ropehandies. Holds all his odds and ends on dresser, table, 


or desk. 9" x 5"x 3°, $5.95 late et oho ba i 
waterproof lining 
#804 DE-LUXE EYEGLASS STAND which lets bag 


NATION SHOPPING GUIDE 






#704 4-PIECE 

$39.95 A )) MATCHED #942 MINI VISE 
iy, «LUGGAGE 
SET 


Smart looking and $3.95 
useful luggage. J This vise is a fine 
Vinyl backed J precision instrument of 
natural linen is | professional quality. 
Super strong, | Excellent for holding 
lightweight, and ftiny items such as 
waterproof. Set | jewelry or miniatures, 
includes J and holds them steady 
weekender 22 x Iifor you. This vise 
16 x 6", carry-on J needs no screws, 
ote 21 x 15 x 6", J attaches by suction. 
shoulder strap ff Ideal for hobbyists, 
tote is 15 x 11 x I.crafismen, sportsmen, 
6%", utility bag is J or do-it-yourselfers. 
9x5x5". 93%" x3" x 2%", 














































Handsome bag is 
made of natural 
color linen with 
Saddle color trim, 
sturdy handles, 
and removable 
adjustable 
shoulder strap. 
Large 15" x 13%" 
x 5" size with full 

| zipper across top 
makes it very 
Practical, as well 



































































double as beach 


$8 .95 tote. 


Sq 


472277 OO 
5-PIECE MAGNETIC SCREWDRIVER 


Body of this screwdriver has strong magnet to hold 
screws in place for easy turning. Screwdriver has 4 
interchangeable heads to fit different size screws, both 
Philips and regular. 8" long 


$1 95 Protect your glasses when not 
in use. Park them in this 

attractive optical stand where 

you will be sure to find them 

Holds all size glasses. Keeps 

them secure and the solt tleece 

lining will keep them free of 

scratches and automatically 


clean the lenses 
Wondertul for home or office 


Each individually boxed 5° tall 


$7.95 In Leather 


(% 






















































#726 
MEN’S BAG 


Convenient bag to 
Carry on wrist or 
belt. Will tote all 

those necessities 

that are too big for 
pocket! and too 
smail for attache 
case. Has top 
zipper and special 
side zipper, also 
pocket for cards, 
papers, etc. Has 
loop for hanging 
on belt. 7%" x 
5¥2" x 1%" 


Allows you to see at a glance the 
distance you've walked. This pedometer 
can be set for any stride and measures 
the walking distance up to 99 miles. It can 
be re-set at the touch of a finger. Handy 
clip for belt and key chain for your keys. 


#721 DIGITAL TYPE 
BELT PEDOMETER 


$17.00 






























$4.95 





GNB SPECIALTIES Dept WW80 
Box 165 East Rockaway. N.Y 11518 
Rush my selection at once. Enclosed is full purchase price plus postage and handling 


#942 Mini Vise at $3 95 plus $1 00 postage and nandiing 
#440 3 Tier Hanging Wire Basket at $6 95 pius $1 00 postage and handling 
#704 4-Prece Matched Luggage Set at $39 95 plus $2 00 postage and handling 
#804 De-Luxe Eyeglass Stand at $1 95 plus 75> postage and handling 

also available in/eatner at $7 95 plus 75° postage and handling 
gital Type Belt Pedometer at $17 00 plus $1 00 postage ang 
Piece Magnetic Sctewdnver Set at $2 95 plus 75* postage an 









nding 
2 handing 

#656 Giant Tole Bag for busy gals at $8 95 plus $1 50 postage and handling 

726 Mens Bag at $4 95 plus $! 00 postage and handling 

38 Genuine Jade Dice in red velvet drawsinng pouch at $9 95 pius $1 00 postage anc handing 
#524 Pen Scope at $2 95 plus $1 00 postage and handling 












#730 Siren Light at S495 plus $1 50 postage and handling 


#938 Brass Horse Head Coat Hook at $8 95 plus $1 00 postage and handling 
#933 Expanding Personal File at $5 95 plus $1 00 postage and handling 
#945 5-way handy axe tool at $5 95 plus $1 50 postage and handling 
Name = 
Address 
City & State Zip 


N.Y. State residents add state and local taxes. ( ) Charge to my BankAmericard/VISA 
Account Number 


(Be sure to bet af numbers on cand Charge orders 
Sah -ncompate atk well be eyected by Dank) 


Signature 


Card Expiration Date 


Canadian resents, funds payable by international money order or check drawn on U.S.A. bank 
cen ee ee eee ee eee ee eee eee ee ees es ee es es 





#743 Saiem Sea Chest at $5.95 plus $1 50 postage and handling I 


FEATURES 


6 OFFICIAL 1980 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A look at the individual champion wrestlers and the top 50 conten- 
ders to their crowns...Compiled by the Mattingley Sports Bureau 


10 BRODYvs. RACE—KING KONG GETS ROPED OUT OF 
NWATITLE 
A strange twist of events ultimately decided the long-awaited 
meeting between the stubborn champion and his number one - 
nemesis in a two-out-of-three thriller...by Sam Prothro 


16 PAT PATTERSON vs. BOB BACKLUND—THE BLOODY WAR 
FOR NEW YORK 
In a series of brutal matches that stretched from the Spring and 
Summer and climaxed last Fall, the WWWF heavyweight cham- 
pion proved to his critics that he has what it takes to make a 
great champion...by George Napolitano 


24 THE VON ERICHS—LIKE FATHER LIKE SON(S) 
With their famous father Fritz beaming his approval, the tag-team 
combo of David and Kevin Von Erich are ‘clawing’ their way to 
the top...by Clint Richardson 


30 VICTOR RIVERA’S WAR AGAINST THE WORLD 
Once a fan favorite and crowd pleaser, Victor Rivera has 
changed his approach to the grappling sport dramatically and 
has left a trail of broken bones and ugly scars in his wake...by 


Dan Westbrook 
39 STEVE STRONG—CALIFORNIA BEACHBOY SET TO OUT- 
BATTLE STARR 


This muscular friend and frequent disciple of Superstar Billy 
Graham has amassed quite a record—both on the beach andin , 
the ring—in his quest to strip Ron Starr of his belt...by Allan 

Bolte 


44 TERRY FUNK— REBEL WITH A CAUSE 
Long embittered memories of past setbacks which he feels were 
orchestrated by others drives this former N.WA. heavyweight 
champion on his burning mission of revenge...by Jerry Prater 
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if you answer right away 


When one loves sports, one is never too 
young or too old for the big Sportscaster 
File. If you enjoy watching the big sports 
events, the interviews of your favorite 
Stars, then Sportscaster Cards’™ are made 
for you. 


They will help you to know the fine points 
of your favorite sports, to discover new 
sports, to understand the career, the rise 
.. . and fall of the champions, the teams, 
the managers. With Sportscaster Cards 
you will follow the development of new 
techniques, new equipment, new training 
methods. You'll watch record after record 
being broken. You'll know, and feel, part 
of the wonderful, exciting, challenging 
world of sports. 


Sportscaster Cards are a convenient and 
economical way to have at hand the in- 
formation you always wanted to look up. 


FREE... 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO START 
All members of your family 
will be fascinated 
Return the gift coupon, and we'll send you 


lly father gave me a whole sports file 


™ 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 
Examine everything first 


the complete starting kit de- 
scribed above. And so that you'll 
be able to get an even better 
idea of the beauty and value of 
Sportscaster Cards we'll enclose 
FREE a second complete set of 
Cards—all without any purchase 
obligation whatever! 


If after examining it all you are not satis- 
fied that you want to start collecting 
Sportscaster Cards, you simply return 
everything and your dollar will be promptly 
refunded. Otherwise you get to keep it all: 
* TWO Sets of Sportscaster Cards * the 
filing case * all the filing cards you need 
and all accessories—for just ONE dollar. 
Yes, everything—worth over $9.00—is 
yours for only $1.00, and you'll then re- 
ceive—for just as long as you wish—new 
Sportscaster Cards at about monthly inter- 
vals under the convenient subscription 
plan described in the gift coupon below. 
And you're free to cancel your subscrip- 
tion any time, simply by writing. 


Send in your Gift Coupon today. There's no 
purchase obligation. 







THE 10 ADVANTAGES OF THE 
SPORTSCASTER FILE 


Here’s the whole history of sports, up to 
date, on sturdy, colorful cards. On the front 
a fascinating color photograph; on the 
back an authoritative text, concise, com- 
plete, accurate, written by professional 
sportscasters, editors, and journalists. 


» Yesterdays and todays champions « the 
big moments of sports * the famous 
matches and competitions * all the world’s 
fascinating sports + table of records + the 
fine points of the rules + training methods 
+ the equipment of teams and champions 
* a filing system to fit your interest * big 
colorful cards to last for years. 


S1B 


c=: me eo oT to) ) — -— — 


Sportscaster Cards, P.0. Box 1209, Piscataway, N.J. 08854, Dept. $1692 
Please send me your introductory gift of the FREE filing case with all 
index cards and accessories, along with my first complete set of 24 
Sports Cards for just $1.00. Also include an extra set of 24 Sports Cards 
FREE as my bonus for promptness. 

If not delighted I'll just return everything within 10 days and get my dol- 
lar back. But if | decide to keep this introductory shipment, you may then 
send me on approval, for as long as | wish, at least one new set of Sports 
Cards per month, so that my collection can grow very quickly. 

For future sets | decide to keep, | need pay only the low subscribers 
price of $2.23 per set of 24 cards (plus P&H). 


| may terminate my subscription anytime, merely by writing. 
A a CHECK ONE: (| SAVE COD CHARGES, enclosed $1.00 


y oF | shall pay postman $1.00 plus COD charges 
: =. ss #) 
= nts 3 Ef Name 


You'll file your cards to fit your own choice 


———— by subject matter 
é ‘S by kind of sport 


- Alphabetically 
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ix hap aga rag Wpeapnerraa tts sueanos es 
FREE PU FESEN0.nteis erent aw sisianss-ac€ asdl> as Apt. No...... 
M EDAL GUY G witidis a8 Utes tuk cone orcad nee hake oe 
if you answer SAIS sate Wear suSeeG-Sh Ao «1s.oh sores zg SID. ence eens 
right away CANADA: send in coupon for servicing directly from Toronto, [x34] 













NO SELF-DEFENSE DEVICE THAT i 

YOU CAN GET WITHOUT A LICENSE CAN 
MAKE YOU FEEL SAFER AND 

GIVE YOU MORE PROTECTION! 


TIVE, it has been granted United 


STRIKE DOWN ANY 
, ATTACKER REGARDLESS States PATENT No. 3,554,546, one of 
4 OF SIZE OR STRENGTH the MOST VALUABLE PATENTS of 
With “KIYOGA”— it's kind EVER Officially Issued by 


the GOVERNMENT Of The UNITED ~ 


The Steel Cobra!™ states: 


When MUGGERS ATTACK, you're 
( SAFE—behind A FIGHTING 
a "WALL" of SOLID STEEL! The most 
( DRAMATIC BREAKTHROUGH in 
TRUE EFFECTIVE SELF-DEFENSE in 
‘ 100 YEARS! NOTHING is like it for 
( SURE PROTECTION against MUG- 
) GERS, RAPISTS and MANIACS! - 
» “KIYOGA—The Steel Cobra’’™ is 
INVISIBLE—until you DESPER- 
. ATELY NEED IT! Then, QUICKER 
id than the eye can follow, it TRANS- 
‘ FORMS into an IMPENETRABLE 
“Me SHIELD of SOL/D STEEL! If they 
q come at you with a KNIFE, a LEAD 
PIPE or other DEADLY WEAPON, 
instead of being a HELPLESS VIC- 
TIM, you send off your attacker 
HOWLING with UNBEARABLE 
PAIN, or KNOCK HIM SENSELESS 
— AT WILL! Yet for all of it’s /N- 
CREDIBLE POWER, “KIYOGA—The 
Steel Cobra”™ is NON-LETHAL and 
absolutely FOOLPROOF! 


SO EFFECTIVE— 
IT’S ALMOST TOO GOOD 
TO BE TRUE! 


- Do not confuse “KIYOGA—The 

( Steel Cobra”’™ with any self- 
protection device or weapon you 
have ever seen, read or heard 

fF about BECAUSE IT'S A NEW IN- 

‘ VENTION! In action, “KIYOGA — 
‘We The Steel Cobra"™ is SO EFFEC- 


Be one of the FIRST to get the FULL-TIME PROTECTION of 
“KIYOGA—The Stee! Cobra”™ without risking one red cent! 


x AMAZING 
NO-RISK 


p #) 90-DAY 
FREE 
TRIAL! 


receive it, test it on a phone book and count the number of pages 
DENTED RIGHT THROUGH THE COVER! You can easily penetrate 


precision-machined like a fine gun, and so STURDY, it will last a 
LIFETIME! Best OF ALL, it is entirely self-contained and uses NO 
cartridges, gas or electricity, so you WILL NEVER BUY bullets, re- 





gers around “KIYOGA'S”™™ sure-grip crackle finish and feel the 


When Your WORST NIGHTMARE Becomes REAL 
And Suddenly You Are Face-To-Face With A MUGGER... 


























Sand only $19.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling. When you * 


SIXTY PAGES! And because “KIYOGA—The Steel Cobra"™ is * 


toads, batteries or anything else—EVER! When youcurlyourfin- } 


“heft” and blazing ACTION right et your fingertips, you'll KNOW | 


that here AT LAST is the PROTECTOR that you have always prayed for—for yourself and your | 


loved ones! UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED to live up to EVERY CLAIM in this ad, you 
» MUST be completely satisfied or send it back after using it for 90 DAYS, for a FULL 
REFUND—no questions asked! 





ES.P. VIDEO CORP. Dept. 4-angoB 200 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010 








A THUNDERBOLT 
OF LIFESAVING POWER 
AT YOUR COMMAND 


“Kiyoga—tThe Steel Cobra”™ is AN 
AUTOMATIC, MAGNETICALLY- 
TRIGGERED STEEL WHIP that is 
armed with a heavy caliber STRIK- 
ING TIP! When every second - 
COUNTS, this INSTANT ACTION fea- 4 
ture FREES YOU from the need to 
first locate a pushbutton trigger 
in order to fire it at your attacker! yaa 
Because it “goes off” by human 
REFLEX-ACTION ALONE, it AL- 
WAYS WORKS when needed! Only 
7%" when closed it is completely 
HIDDEN by your hand! No one y 
can know that YOU ARE SE- : 
CRETLY ARMED TO THE TEETH! 
If you come UNDER ATTACK the - 
high-tension steel-coils INSTANTLY 
LASH OUT in a surprise COUNTER- 
ATTACK! Firing from its nesting 
place inside the barrel, a FULL 17” of 
TEMPERED STEEL STRIKES 



































DOWN YOUR 

ONLY % ¥ ASSAILANT with 

$19.95 Rye the FORCE of a 
e Pe DEADLY COBRA! j 

Plus} Mere FLESH AND 

Postage BLOOD cannot 





STAND-UP to the . 
EXCRUCIATING 
PAIN that fol- 
lows no matter 
a ee WHERE the ; 
> steel coils make : 
ag » he contact—even " 
F ‘through a LEATHER 
jacket! A blow direct- * 
ed at the head or jaw 
of the attacker can eas- , 
ily KNOCK HIM OUT “fm 
COLD! Best of all, 
“Kiyoga"™is SO EASY to J 
handle, it can be SAFELY j 
USED by either MEN or \ 
WOMEN of ANY age! 


























FREE TRIAL COUPON oeenea 


1 | E.S.P. VIDEO CORP. 


Dept. 4-AN80B 
200 Fifth Avenue —New York, N.Y. 10010 


| must have the protection only “Kiyoga”'™™ can give! Please send me —____ fa 
- - *Kiyoga(s)"”'™ at $19.95 each plus $2.00 postage and handling. If at ANY TIME ie 
GR during my 90 DAY FREE TRIAL | decide to return it, you GUARANTEE to refund ire] 
ied money immediately! & 


Paid by: lenclose$________for “KIYOGA"(s)™ ] 
© Cash © Check C) Money Order 0 C.0.D. ($5 deposit required for C.0.D.) | 

















Name Please Print Clearly td 
Address _ & 
City State 7 


(2) RUSH —add $1.05 each (not valid for purchase made by uncertified check) a 
Not for sale to residents of New York i 


ie See 88 MAL TODAY! See 


Made in U: S. A © US. Patent #3,554,546 @ All Rights Reserved. ¢ Copyright (©)1976 — E.S.P. Video Corporation. 





RATING 
THE 








WRESTLERS 


WRESTLING WORLD ANNUAL’S 
TOP SO RANKINGS 
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. “Dusty” Rhodes 


. “Nature Boy” Ric Flair 


Jack Brisco 


. Andre the Giant 


“King Kong” Brody 


. Bruno Sammartino 

. Verne Gagne 

. Pat Patterson 

. David Von Erich 

. Dick Murdoch 

. Terry Funk 

. Greg Valentine 

. Dick “the Bruiser” 

. “Superstar” Billy Graham 
. Shohei “Giant” Baba 

. Kevin Von Erich 

. Dory Funk, Jr. 

. Ken Patera 

. Ernie Ladd 

. Ted DiBiase 

. Stan Hansen 

. Rocky Johnson 

. Antonio Inoki 

. Ricky Steamboat 

. Von Raschke Cees 






6. Spiros Arion 


. Billy Robinson 

. “Cowboy” Bill Watts 

. Ray Stevens 

. lvan Putski 

. Jim Brunzell 

. Gene Kiniski 

. “Black Jack” Lanza 

. Mil Mascaras 

. Paul Jones 

. Greg Gagne 

. Bobby Duncum 

. Mike Graham 

. lvan Koloff 

. Chief Jay Strongbow 

. Ole Anderson 

. Fritz Von Erich 

. Tommy Tsuruta 

. Maurice “Mad Dog” Vachon 
. “Black Jack” Mulligan 
. Pedro Morales 

. Chavo Guerrero 

. Mark Lewin 

. Wahoo McDaniel 

Dick Slater 
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ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL ANSELONA 
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National Wrestling Alliance Champion — HARLEY RACE 
World Wide Wrestling Federation Champion — BOB BACKLUND _ 
IP American Wrestling Association Champion — NICK BOCKWINKEL 











Some YEARS AGO I 
was a printer in a 
small Michigan town. 

I drew a pretty fair 
pay check but it 
wouldn’t stretch far 
enough to provide 
the kind of living 
I wanted for my 
wife and five 

children. 

Then one day I was reading a magazine just 
as you now are and I saw an ad. It intrigued 
me. It offered me the steadily growing income 
I had always hoped for. It said I would have 
greater security and personal independence... 
and that’s what I had been wanting. 

I was a little skeptical, but I said to myself, 
“for a postage stamp I can find out.’’ So I 
mailed the coupon. In a few days, I got a letter 
with a booklet that gave the whole story. It 
opened my eyes. I could see why owning my 


I'll guide you 
into your own 


® While keeping your 
you like to gross $14 or 


a true story 


own business was so much easier than I had 
always thought... why the day to day guid- 
ance of a successful worldwide organization 
could assure my own success. 

I read the booklet several times. It just 
seemed too good to be true. I talked it over 
with my wife. We decided that now was the 
time to make the forward step ... there was no 
reason to keep postponing an income increase. 

So, I applied for a Duraclean dealership and 
I was accepted. I stayed with my job... rana 
few ads...sent some mailings... contacted a 
few stores and told my friends about the supe- 
rior services I was now equipped to give them. 
Evenings and Saturdays, I rendered the ser- 
vice. As the business grew, I added servicemen. 

I found that I didn’t have to develop a sin- 
gle idea myself. Every step had been prepared 
for me and pre-tested. Hundreds of other men 
had already proven my methods successful. 

It didn’t take long to see that I was making 
three to four times (yes, 3 to 4 times) as much 
per hour in my own business as in my printing 
job. So, after only seven months with a good 
following of customers, I quit my job to go full 
time on my own. In the meantime, I had en- 
joyed all this extra income on top of my salary. 

Each day, we realized what a serious mis- 
take not mailing that coupon would have been 
...and how that little act that seemed so triv- 
ial at the time actually changed our lives. 

The steadily growing income brought us 
many things we could not afford before. My 
efforts were so much more productive. I sched- 
uled my time to my own liking. When we 
wanted a day or two off, we took it. I worked 
hard but, if I wanted to be home early or quit 
at noon, I did. 

I became so enthusiastic about this business 
and so appreciative of what it had brought my 
family that, whenever a man opened a dealer- 
ship near me, I helped him get a quick start. 

The company learned about this and had 
each new dealer in my section of Michigan 
spend a day with me. One day the president of 
Duraclean Company asked me how I would 
like to move to Headquarters and spenc my 
entire time helping dealers to increase their 
sales and profits. 

That was good news to my ears. Since then 
I have worked with hundreds of our dealers in 
their own towns and at regional meetings, con~ 


step by step 


thriving business 


present job, would 
$21 profit per hour? 


by Bob Ferrel 


ventions and dealer group meetings. 

Incidentally I sold my dealership at a good 
profit. If for any reason a dealer wants to sell, 
we maintain a service to.locate buyers and 
help him sell. 

ur job here at headquarters is to show each 

individual Duraclean dealer how to use his 
own abilities to bring him greatest success. 


It’s Easier than You Think 
To Build Your Own Business 


If you’ve wanted to BE YOUR OWN BOSS... 
to\become financially independent and have a 
fast growing income, now YOU CAN. And 
you own a Nationally Advertised business. 

You can stay at your present job while your 
customer list grows...then switch to full 
time, lining up jobs for your servicemen to do. 
One job a day brings a good starting income. 

If you hire two servicemen (full or part time) 
while you keep your job, the national price 
guide provides you a gross profit of $14 an 
hour on their work and this is much easier to 
do than you think. We show you how... 
step by step. That’s $490 for a 35 hour week. 

Your gross profit on three servicemen is $21 
per hour. An efficient Duraclean dealer can 
gross $7 per hour on EACH serviceman plus 
$12 an hour on any service he himself renders. 
The 24 page illustrated booklet we’ll mail you 
(with no obligation) explains how most of your 
gross profit becomes clear net profit. Your 
income is limited only by the number of ser- 
vicemen you employ. 

You can operate from a shop, office, or your 
home. Equipment is light and portable. 

At the start, you may want to render service 
yourself ...or you can start with full or part 
time servicemen. This business is easy to learn 
...@asy to start...so easy to service that 
women dealers do it. We prefer you have no 
experience... not have to ‘‘unlearn’”’ old ways. 

We are NOW enlarging this worldwide sys- 
tem of individually-owned service businesses. 
If you are reliable, honest and willing to work 
to become financially independent, we invite 
you to mail the coupon. 

When you receive our illustrated booklet, 
you will see the way we show you step by Step 

ow to quickly get customers... and still 
more customers from their recommendations. 


You have 7 superior services that are ren- 
dered ‘‘on location’”’ in homes, offices, hotels, 
theaters, clubs, motels and institutions. 

These are not ordinary services. You have 
the prestige and endorsement of leading furni- 
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furniture cleaning. Your 6 other services are 
explained in the free booklet we'll mail you. 

Only $2188 starts you in YOUR OWN busi- 
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success that we finance the balance of the total 
cost of $6500, with no interest or finance charges. 
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forget to mail it. 


Mail this coupon TODAY 


It may put you in business 








j Duraclean International 
}9-L61 Duraclean Bldg., Deerfield, II] 60015 


With no obligation, mail 24 page illustrated booklet telling 
how and why | can quickly Increase my income and family 
security while still employed, how you'll help finance me. 
No salesman will call on me. 


Name 
Address 
City. 
State & Zip. 

Telephone (area code 








) 





BRODY vs. RACE 


KING KONG 
GETS ROPED OUT OF NWA TITLE 


By Sam Prothro 


In a thrilling championship match between the kingpin and the top challenger, a strange twist of 
events ultimately decided the best two-out-of-three contest in the pivotal bout. 





Certain matches simply fire up 
the imagination. Whether by com- 
paring the varied skills involved or 
by relating the different personali- 
ties at play, some encounters just 
have a special ingredient which 
makes wrestling fans buzz. 


Such a tasty fracas sent Harley 
Race, the NWA World Heavy- 
weight Champion against “King 
Kong” Brody, the wild muscleman 
with more at his disposal than 
sheer power. 


Standing 6-2 and tipping the 
scales just under 250, Race is a 
somewhat unorthodox matman. 
Basically, Race is self-taught be- 
cause Harley got started as a pro- 
fessional when he was just a teen- 
ager. Without the benefit of col- 
lege wrestling training, Race was 


forced to discover what worked 
best for him by himself. Harley 
learned the fundamentals be- 
cause he had toin order to survive. 

Having graduated literally from 
the school of hard-knocks, Race 
knows nothing about sympathy in- 
side the squared circle. If ittakesa 
punch to the mouth to rattle a foe, 
a punch to the mouth is exactly 
what Race will do. 


Versatility also aids Race, who 
gained fame with his stunning 
suplex slam. But the Indian death- 
lock, the one-arm backbreaker, the 
diving head-butt and the piledriver 
are among many weapons which 
Race has mastered. 


Brody is quite a bit larger than 
Race. At one time, “King Kong” 
carried 326 pounds on his 6-6 


frame. Brody, though, was smart 
enough to know how important 
agility has become, so he stripped 
off nearly 30 pounds. By concen- 
trating on bench presses and 
curls, “King Kong” lost absolutely 
no strength (in fact, he may now be 
even more powerful than when he 
weighed 326) and gained crucial 
steps in terms of speed. 

“King Kong” is usually consid- 
ered something of a wildman and, 
without question, Brody’s basic 
idea is to maul his rivals into sub- 
mission. Brody, however, is a col- 
lege graduate who played pro foot- 
ball. Above all else, “King Kong” is 
a disciplined athlete. And Brody 
does not complain that this fact is 
often obscured, and ignored, by 
opponents who are intimidated by 
his scowling, bearded face and 





Race and Brody have similar philosophies about winning—get victory at any cost. 
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ear-splitting howls. 

The flying knee drop has been 
very effective for Brody. Few, if 
any, can survive the full weight of 
this giant crashing into their 
chest. Yet Brody, like Race, has 
other maneuvers which make him 

‘a star—the kangaroo kick, the 
Boston crab, the backbreaker and 
the hanging backbreaker hold. 

Race and Brody have similar 
philosophies about winning—get 
victory at any cost. Naturally, fans 
were excited and anxious to see 
Race’s gold belt on the line 
against Brody. 

Another factor was that only six 
weeks previously Race had lost 
and won back the crown from 
“Dusty” Rhodes in Florida. Was it 
a sign that Race was tiring? Was it 
an omen that Race was on his last 
legs as champion? Or was it an aid 
to Race, who might have been 
overconfident? 

Brody’s goal, though, is the 
championship. It makes no matter 
who is in command of the throne. 
The only change is in the method 
of planning depending upon who 
has to be blasted from under the 
crown. 

Just earning acrack at Race had 
been a problem for Brody. Of 
course, the titleholder finds every 
major grappler in the world de- 
manding a bout. The demands 
upon the champion’s time are 
gruelling. Every outing is critical. 
One loss and the champion be- 
comes a former champion. Luck 
was with Race in obtaining such a 
fast rematch with Rhodes and 
Dame Fortune might not be as 
kind again. 

Brody, though, found no solace 
in such an explanation. ‘‘Race is 
running, running for his life,” com- 
plained Brody. “No other possible 
challenger can do the damage | 
can do to Raceand he knows it. So 
he hides from me.” 

Race denied ducking Brody. 
“Brody will get his chance just like 
everyone else. Once he earns the 
match and some promoter finds 
open dates for both of us, | will be 
more than happy to put that big 
gorilla back in his cage where he 
belongs,” snapped Race. 

Fuming that his credentials 
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were being slighted, Brody en- 
tered a 16-man Wrestle Royal in St. 
Louis, where Andre the Giant had 
captured the last two Royals. An- 
dre was in this fracas, as were the 
likes of Dick Murdoch, Dory Funk, 
Jr., David Von Erich, Kevin Von 
Erich, Ron Starr, Bobby Duncum 
and others. 

When the final bell sounded, 
only Brody was in the ring. ‘King 
Kong” had personally engineered 
the dismissal of Andre, who was 
knocked over the top rope. He had 
outlasted all of the stars and had 
personally flipped the last two en- 
trants over the top rope. 

So now there could be no delay. 
Race versus Brody for the title and 
gold belt. Who would break first? 
Could Race use his suplex on 
Brody, who claimed nobody could 
give him a slam? Would Brody's 
knee drop finish Race as it had so 
many others? 


A jam-packed house did not 
have to wait long to find out 
Brody’s approach. Somewhat sub- 
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from the original. (You could 
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dued and quiet during the intro- 
ductions, Brody became a whirl- 


wind as soon as the bell sounded. 
Twice Brody lifted the surprised 
Race, spun the champion and 
slammed him heavily. 

A vicious kick to the top of 
Race’s head almost seemed to 
help bring back the senses of 
Race, who rapidly scooted out of 
the ring underneath the ropes. 
Brody paced restlessly while Race 
used as much of the 20 second 
count as possible before return- 
ing. 

Now “King Kong” made no er- 
rors. Instead of a reckless charge 
which might have brought early 
trouble for him, Brody made Race 


‘tie up and then “King Kong” 


yanked the arm of Race into an 
arm-bar and twist combination. 

Again taken off-balance by 
Brody, Race squirmed and tried to 
counter. The bigger Brody proved 
hard to move, though, and always 
came back to punish the arm 
some more. 

Finally Race was able to slip out 
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of the arm-bar and clamped on a 
side headlock. Hoping to switch 
the momentum from Brody, Race 
squeezed hard on the head of 
Brody. 

Then Brody tossed Race to the 
ropes and the champion aimed a 
flying tackle at Brody. But Brody 
stood like a concrete wall and 
Race took the brunt as he 
bounced off of “King Kong.” 

Like a tiger, Brody pounced. He 
banged away at Race’s head with 
kicks and forearm smashes. The 
crowd screamed, some in delight 
and some in dismay, as Brody 
dished out some bruising punish- 
ment. 

Race tried to fight back, but his 
blows only slowed Brody momen- 
tarily. Then Brody whipped Race 
into the turnbuckles and crashed 
in on top of Harley, almost smash- 
ing the champion into the corner. 

Brody jerked Race out of the 
corner and whipped him clear 
across the ring to the opposite 
turnbuckle. Brody followed with 
another rush, but Race quickly 
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hoisted himself into the air and 
above the charging Brody. With 
perfect accuracy, Race slipped his 
legs behind and under Brody’s 
shoulders. Then Race flipped him- 
self over, pulling Brody into a jack- 
knife and rolling cradle. Struggle 
as he might, Brody could not break 
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Brody: “The match was mine to win and, for a few moments, | knew the feeling of being champion.” 


free and was counted out for the 
first fall. 

“King Kong” was shocked. 
Things were going so well, only to 
have Race (who has become an ex- 
cellent defensive wrestler) turn 
things around by gaining the all- 
important opening stanza. 


This, to Brody, meant no room 
for error. But caution is not really 
part of the make-up of “King 
Kong.” Angrily Brody ripped into 
Race at the start of the second fall. 
The champion stood toe-to-toe 
with Brody, but eventually began 
to wilt as Brody's sizzling forearm 





smashes banged again and again 
into his forehead. Soon a river of 
blood began to flow from above 
Race’s left eye and nose. 

Brody continued to batter the 
champion. A wild punch by Race 
missed the target completely. The 
fans gasped as Brody gave Race 
a backbreaker, then a thudding 
body slam and finally the devastat- 
ing flying knee drop — Brody leap- 
ing high into the air landing 
right in the chest of Race. Tolling 
three was a mere formality for the 
referee as Brody tied the match at 
one fall apiece. 


Race tried to gather himself 
during the rest period. Brody stalk- 
ed around the ring, impatient to 
begin a final assault to dethrone 
Race. The spectators began a low 
roar which gradually built to a 
deafening shreik when the final 
round began. 

Naturally, it was Brody coming 
to Race. Harley caught Brody with 
aknee lift and a punch to the head, 
yet “King Kong” withstood both 
shots and slugged Race to the 
canvas. 

Brody scored with a backbreak- 
er. He covered Race. At “two,” the 
champion shoved off Brody. As 
the two arose, Race made a quick 
grab to Brody’s waist and desper- 
ately lifted the larger man into a 
side-saddle suplex. Much fresher, 
though, Brody knocked Race off 
the top after the count of “one.” 

A kick to Race’s stomach. Two 
forearms across the still-bleeding 
forehead of the champion. A body 
slam. Then a whip to the ropes 
followed by an accurate and bang- 
ing kangaroo kick to Race’s jaw. 

The champion tumbled down. 
Brody sensed the kill. He crawled 
ontop of the ropes. A dive from the 
top would have meant disquali- 
fication, but Brody realized this 
and settled on the second strand. 
Then this massive athlete threw 
himself like a rocket, crashing 
down into Race’s chest. The entire 
audience stood. A new champion 
seemed to be starting his tenure at 
the summit. 

Smiling, Brody crawled across 
Race’s shoulders. “One” —Race’s 
leg flopped into the air, searching 
for the rope. “Two’’—the leg was 
actually between the ropes and 
then barely touched and finally 


rested on the bottom strand. The 
hand fell almost to three, glancing 
off of Brody’s shoulder as referee 
Charles Venator tried to stop the 
count when he spotted Race’s leg 
on the rope. 

Anticipating the gold belt, 
smelling the roses of triumph, 
Brody leaped to his feet and 
jumped up and down. In the 
deafening noise, Venator grabbed 
Brody and explained that Race’s 
leg was on the rope. There was no 
pin. Brody did not understand and, 
perhaps, could not hear thanks to 
the screams of the spectators. 

Staggering, Race tried to sneak 
up behind Brody. “King Kong” 
saw Race coming, though, and 
ducked the punch of Race. Then 
Brody lifted Race for an atomic 
knee drop, hoping to jam Race’s 
tailbone onto his knee. 

But Race stiffened his legs and 
blocked the expected jolt. Then 
Harley hung onto Brody’s head, 
used his own full weight to pull 
Brody over, grapevined Brody’s 
leg with his own and had “King 
Kong” in a perfectly executed 
front rolling cradle. This time 
Venator reached “three” —just a 
brief second before Brody broke 
out of the cradle. 

Race was the winner. Race was 
the champion. And Brody was in 
shock as the exhausted, bloody 
kingpin again took possession of 
the precious gold belt. 

Venator explained that he had 
never said or counted “three.” Ac- 
cording to the official, “Race’s leg 
was on the rope before | came 
down for ‘three.’ | tried to stop and 
Brody was just mistaken in antici- 
pating a count that never came.” 

Amazingly, there were no out- 
bursts from Brody. Just a few sim- 
ple statements were offered by this 
loud, talented, determined athlete. 
“The champion knows 1am the bet- 
ter man,” asserted Brody. “The 
match was mine to win and, for a 
few moments, | knew the feeling of 
being champion.” 

“The next time Race will fall. 
This chase is not over yet,” Brody 
vowed. 

“The next time?” Race said 
wearily. “I'll worry about the next 
time when it comes. What happen- 
ed here is worth a few nightmares 
without anything else.” 

Anything else like another bat- 
tle with “King Kong” Brody. * 
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This was definitely the toughest 
opponent that | have ever faced. 
The man is smart, rough, rugged, 
and | will admit that he almost had 
me one time. But my physical con- 
ditioning and the cheers of the 
crowd helped me pull it out. Now 
I’m hoping to take a few days off to 
rest until my next big challenge.” 

Bob Backlund was all smiles. He 
had just defeated Pat Pattersonina 
classic steel cage match in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden and 
fortunately the champ, although 
bruised, was not seriously injured. 
“It’s only a minor cut,” Backlund 
motioned to Dr. Campbell, head 
medical advisor for the New York 
State Athletic Commission. But 
the doctor checked the wound any- 
way and upon conclusion—offici- 
ally declared Backlund in superb 
health. “| Knew it was going to be 
tough, but not that tough!” Back- 
lund stated to the multitude of re- 
porters who descended on his 
dressing room immediately follow- 
ing the bout. 

“Pat Patterson has to be the 
roughest man in wrestling today. 
I've faced quite afew top men since 
winning the title but Pat Patterson 
gave me my toughest challenge by 
far. I’ve wrestled Ric Flair, the Sheik, 
Greg Valentine, Superstar Billy Gra- 
ham, Nick Bockwinkel and | could 
go on and on, but the man | faced 
tonight is, in my opinion, the num- 
ber one challenger in the wrestling 
world. As you know this is the fourth 
time I’ve wrestled Patterson here in 
Madison Square Garden and | am 
sure that it won't be the last time | 
4 wrestle him either. But | have to feel 
ha eS that | have the slight edge if we ever 
a Se meet again because | am still the 






Beginning last Spring, continuing through the hot Summer, and 
finally climaxing inside the confines of a steel cage in New York Ci- 
ty’s Madison Square Garden this past Autumn, one of the 
bloodiest and longest continuously running regina, wars was 
waged between two fierce rivals. 
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“Pat Patterson has always won every title he’s gone after and this one (WWF) will be no exception.” 


Grand Wizard 





champion while he is merely an- 
other challenger who failed in his 
quest to win the title.” 

Although Pat Patterson is mere- 


ly“another challenger” in Bob Back- 


lund’s mind, the Blond Bomber 
from California has been a cham- 
pion himself many times over in his 
illustrious mat career. 


Patterson has held the U.S. Heavy- 


weight title on nine different occa- 
sions, a'World tag-team title with 
Ray Stevens, an A.W.A. tag-team ti- 
tle(also with Stevens) as well as the 
North American heavyweight title, 
and the Inter-Continental heavy- 
weight title. The last two titles Pat- 
terson captured after entering the 
WWE In fact, Pat Patterson was on- 
lyinthe areaavery shorttime before 
he defeated popular Ted DiBiase in 
a very controversial televised title 
match to win the North American 
belt. Once Patterson captured the 
North American title it placed him 
right in line for a crack at Bob 
Backlund’s WWF _ heavyweight 
crown. 
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Patterson's first chance at win- 
ning the WWF title came on July 2, 
1979. Prior to the match, the Grand 
Wizard, Patterson’s manager and 
advisor on the East Coast, predic- 
ted very big things for his grappler. 
“This is the man that is going to do 
it. Pat Patterson has always won 
every title he’s ever gone after, and 
this one will be no exception. Bob 
Backlund is an inept, poor excuse 
of a wrestler. He may know a few 
holds but he doesn’t have the well- 
rounded -repertoire of maneuvers 
that Pat Patterson has at his dis- 
posal. Besides, due to Patterson’s 
experience, he knows what to do in 
every kind of situation. This is 
something that Bob Backlund has 
yet to acquire and | believe that he 
never will. After all is saidand done 
| am sure that Pat Patterson will 
emerge with the WWF title.” 

After all the pre-match talk had 
subsided the time had come forthe 
big showdown. As Patterson and 
Backlund faced each other in cen- 
ter ring one could sense that their 


tussle was going to be a real thrill- 
er. Those fans who were fortunate 
enough to obtain a ticket for this 
sensational bout were treated to 
one of the greatest displays of 
wrestling techniques ever seen 
anywhere. For every hold that the 
champ applied Patterson was ready 
with acounter. lt seemed that every- 
thing that Backlund tried, Patter- 
son was able to reverse. After sever- 
al frustrating moments Backlund 
began to do the same thing to Pat- 
terson. After a while the match re- 
verted to a real slugfest but both 
men held up pretty weil. However, 
in a short time Patterson’s all- 
around wrestling expertise began 
to emerge. At the 23-minute mark 
Patterson began to continually ram 
the champion’s head into the metal 
ring post and, within seconds, a 
huge gash was opened up on Back- 
lund’s skull. Blood was just pouring 
out all over the mat covering both 
combatants and finally the doctor 
had to step in to stop the action. 
The referee then, to the chagrin of 
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joggers. tennis and ski 
enthusiasts. cyclists. ball 
players, rope jumpers, and 
other athletes as an effect 
almost automatic way to 
condition. Comfortable, 
leather textured. vinyl 
covered weights feature 
positive Velcro snaps for 
easy fastening and secure 
fit. This is a 3 Ib. weight in 
black and comes in a pair 
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1R — Our long-time promotional fa- 
vorite The 1 has sufficient weight to give the feel 
of a pro-rope. yet its light-enough and long 
enough tor easy handling (8 6°) 
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leather. Weights are easily 
removed so you can vary 
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“| knew it was going to be tough, but not that tough!” Backlund 








many in attendance, dutifully award- 


ed the victory to Pat Patterson. 
Although Pat Patterson had won 
their first encounter, since he had 
not pinned Backlund for the three- 
count, he still was not the cham- 
pion. The blonde-maned grappler, 
however, was not the least bit con- 
cerned. ‘I showed everyone what a 
real stiff Bob Backlund really is. Did 
you see the pathetic looking soul 
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lying there bleeding unable to con- 
tinue? He was a battered and beat- 
en man. Next time he will be even 
more battered and beaten than the 
first time. He knows he’s met his 
match and believe me before I’m 
through around here | will have the 
WWE title!” 


Battie Number Two occurred 





on July 30th and once again a ca- 
pacity crowd filled the Garden to 
witness this great main event and 
they weren’t disappointed. From 
the moment the opening bell rang 
the match was another thriller. This 
time, however, tactics radically 
changed and very few wrestling 
holds were in evidence as both the 
revenge-minded champion Back- 
lund and the confident challenger 
Patterson came out swinging. It 
was a true “knock down, drag out” 
brawl. Unlike their first match when 
the two combatants tried to out- 
wrestle each other in the opening 


NOW FEATURING 


America’s Most Unique Club 


A.W.W.A. 


(AMATEUR WOMEN WRESTLERS OF AMERICA) 


Strong Girls, Wrestling, Boxing, Mus- 
cles. Photos! Films! Newsletters! 
See Wrestling Matches in PERSON! 
Meet our Girls. Join Booster Club 
Now! Full details plus illustrated 


Catalogs. $1.00 to: 


minutes, this time the bout was 
more like a Joe Frazier-Muham- 
med Ali heavyweight boxing tilt. 
After 10 minutes of furious fighting 
both men were cut above the eyes 
and blood splattered everywhere 
as Backlund and Patterson rammed 
each other into the metal turn post 
repeatedly. Further complicating 
matters were Patterson's trusty 
brass knuckles which helped to 
open Backlund’s forehead wound 
even more. After more than 20 min- 
utes of constant fighting both men 
were on their knees exhausted but 
still trying to continue their battle. 
Finally the referee stepped in and 
stopped the match at the 28-min- 
ute mark. The second encounter 
ended without a clear cut victor. 
“!m_ disappointed,’ Bob Back- 
lund stated after the contest. “I 
thought that | would win tonight, 
but his brass knuckles did me in. | 
feel that | let my fans down. Now 
I’m going to work extra hard and I’m 
sure that the next time we meet the 
outcome will be very different.” 
“He let his fans down? What a 


A.W.W.A. 
BOX 8754- W 
ASHEVILLE, N.C. 28804 


joke!,” Pat Patterson blurted when 
told of Backlund’s comments. 
“The man is heavily protected here 
on the East Coast. | had him finish- 
ed off for good but the referee step- 
ped in and declared the match no 
contest. Look at me! | don’t have 
any scars, any battle bruises. | 
should have the belt right now but 
instead he still has it. Although 
he’s still the champion | can assure 
you that he won't have it for long.” 


August 27th was the date of the 
third meeting between Pat Patter- 
son and Bob Backlund. The third 
contest was another “no-holds- 
barred” battle and in the opening 
minutes, the champ had complete 
control. Backlund, in fact, came ex- 
tremely close to scoring a pin fall 
on several occasions but Patterson 
just barely managed to break free 
every time. Finally Backlund lifted 
Patterson up off the mat and was 
all set to deliver his feared Atomic 
Knee Drop. But as the champ lifted 
the challenger, Patterson’s legs 





Detach and mail your order today. 


BOX 8754-W 
Asheville, N.C. 28804 


oO | am enclosing $1.00; please 
send me full details plus illus- 
trated catalog to: 


Zip 
PLEASE PRINT 


struck a surprised referee in the 
face knocking him out cold. Now, 
with no official to hamper (or con- 
trol) the action, both men tore at 
each other with a vengance. From 
the inside of the ring the action 
quickly moved to the outside, until, 
finally, after five minutes of furious 
fighting, the referee began to 
revive. As his head cleared and his 
eyes began to focus he saw both 
Patterson and Backlund battling 
frantically on the floor outside the 
mat. The referee began to count 
and in the middle of the count, Pat- 
terson grabbed a chair and slam- 
med it over Backlund’s skull, knock- 
ing the title-holder out cold. Patter- 
son then managed to crawl back in- 
to the ring before the end of the 20 
count, and as Backlund lay motion- 
less on the outside, Patterson 
strutted around the ring a winner 
once again. 

Now, after three matches, Bob 
Backlund had still not yet won a 
single match with Patterson. You 
could just imagine Pat Patterson’s 
confidence when bout Number 
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Four was signed. “This will be the 
one that will do it for me,” Patter- 
son stated as he relaxed in his New 
York City penthouse apartment 
several days before the big bout. 
‘I’ve beaten him everytime but yet 
he still has the belt. | don’t have to 
rant or rave and tell you of my ac- 
complishments. Everyone knows | 
am the better man and | intend on 
proving this once and for all!” 

If Pat Patterson was confident 
Bob Backlund had to be a little ap- 
prehensive about his upcoming 
bout. But the champ did not show 
it. “I Know he’s good but he still has 
to beat me to win the belt. I’m in 
great shape and | feel that no mat- 
ter what he does! will be able to out- 
maneuver him. Besides, I’ve been 
very fortunate in steel cage mat- 
ches and this one should be no ex- 
ception.” 


The excitement was at a fever 
pitch as the steel cage was being 
erected around the matin Madison 
Square Garden. Who would win? 
Everyone had their own opinion 
and as Patterson stepped inside 
the steel cage on September 24th 
many people felt they were looking 
at a new champion! But Bob 
Backlund had other ideas. And 
then the battle began. 

The bout had to be the most ex- 
citing one ever seen in the Garden. 
Actually there were no rules nor 
holds in evidence as both men bat- 
tled non-stop. Quite a bit of action 
occured high above the steel cage 
as both men sought to escape from 
the enclosure. After fighting all 
over the ring, the champ finally 
asserted himself and caught Pat- 
terson with the full force of the 
Atomic Knee Drop. The challenger 
collapsed in obvious pain and as he 
lay writhing around on the mat, the 
composed Backlund merely walk- 
ed out of the door of the cage 
— still the champion. 

In retrospect, many astute 
wrestling insiders feel that, 
although Bob Backlund retained 
his title, one should not quickly 
eliminate Pat Patterson from the 
WWF title picture. The veteran 
blonde-haired Californian grappler 
has proven that he is of champion- 
ship calibre and, in the future, he 
may just be the one that ultimately 
defeats Bob Backlund to capture 
the cherished belt. x 
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_ THE VON ERICHS 





LIKE FATHER LIKE SON(S) 


by CLINT RICHARDSON 


With their proud father and fellow wrestler Fritz watching over 
their progress approvedly, David and Kevin Von Erich are rapid- 
ly ‘clawing’ their way to the top of their chosen profession. 


Pressure? How could anybody 
like David and Kevin Von Erich feel 
any pressure? 

After all, look at the Von Erich 
brothers. Kevin is 22 and David is 
21. Kevin is blond, handsome and 
quiet. David is red-haired, hand- 
some and outgoing. 

Kevin has the kind of physique 


Fritz’ lron Claw 


which melts women’s minds and 
makes men blush with envy. 
Strong, powerful shoulders top 
a muscular yet slender frame. The 
thighs bulge with slabs of mus- 
cle. Approximately 235 sculpted 
pounds are packed on his 6-2 
frame. 

David resembles a lean, hard 








basketball player who spent plen- 
ty of time in the weight room. Tow- 
ering at 6-7, David easily carries 
his 237 pounds and will prob- 
ably gain more bulk over the next 
few years. Tremendous tendon 
strength runs through this limber 
leaper, who has the same awe- 
some legs as Kevin. 

Although practically just babies 
by professional wrestling stan- 
dards, the Von Erichs are familiar 
figures in main events throughout 
the Southwest, Midwest, and in 
the Orient. That means big money 
and plenty of it. Headlines. Inter- 
views. Lovely ladies anxious to 
meet the Von Erichs. Travel to 
many new and different cities. 
Fine restaurants. Classy hotels. 

Pressure! How could there be? 
The world must be waiting on the 
doorstep for Kevin and David Von 
Erich. 

But appearances can be deceiv- 
ing. No matter how much the Von 
Erichs enjoy the heady pleasures 
of early success, they know the 
pressure is there—relentless, de- 
manding. 

There is pressure because 
David and Kevin are the sons of 
Fritz Von Erich, a name famous in 
wrestling annals. Fritz invented 
and perfected the Iron Claw hold, a 
grip applied to the temples of an 
opponent’s head. The claw causes 
excrutiating pain and can even 
render some victims uncon- 
scious. Fritz was so strong with 
his grip that the Iron Claw often 
ripped deep gashes across the 
foreheads of hapless rivals. 
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On top of all that, Fritz Von Erich 
was—and still is—a top con- 
tender for the World Heavyweight 
Championship. Although Fritz has 
captured many important regional 
honors, the World Championship 
somehow managed to elude him. 
Fritz’s bouts with the likes of Lou 
Thesz and Dory Funk, Jr. are true 
classics. 

And Fritz was—and is—a very 
rugged competitor, well-versed in 
the basics of wrestling but quite 
likely to lash out with a vicious bar- 
rage of punches, kicks, and knee 
drops. His style has changed 
some in recent years, but the 





reputation for ferocious action re- 
mains etched with a trail of 
broken, battered foes. 

Indeed, Fritz Von Erich has been 
special for wrestling and its many 
fans around the globe. Over the 
past year, Fritz has become involv- 
ed in promotion and private bus- 
iness. His back and knees have 
begun to feel the gruelling aches 
of years on the mat forcing Fritz to 
cut back somewhat on his grappl- 
ing schedule. 

That leaves David and Kevin 
Von Erich to carry on the legacy 
and improve on it if they can. David 
and Kevin are not alone, because 


younger brother Kerry —one of the 
world’s top discus throwers—has 
been getting his feet wet in wrestl- 
ing and has impressed everyone 
with his fantastic potential. Kerry, 
however, is still in college and 
must give time to training for his 
discus specialty. Even though pro 
wrestling will likely be Kerry’s ob- 
jective, too, for now Kevin and 
David have the spotlight. 


So there is pressure because 
they are the sons of Fritz. Do they 
have the fire, the drive and the de- 
termination that always marked 
their father? Can they take punish- 
ment like Fritz could? Can they 
score the crucial victories as Fritz 
did? Will either or both (or even all 
three) surpass what their dad did by 
winning the World Heavyweight 
Championship. 

This pressure, as yet, has not 
hurt the Von Erichs one bit. It takes 
just a few minutes of amatch to re- 
alize that these kids do not quit. 
Even under heavy fire, Kevin and 
David battle back quickly and ef- 
fectively. Short tempers are often 
visibly restrained but a few have 
made the mistake of causing an 
explosion by one or the other and 
the price has been high. 

It takes a few years for 
wrestlers’ bodies to toughen 
enough to withstand all the 
bumps and jolts sure to come. 
Still, the Von Erichs seem able to 
take even the heaviest punish- 
ment. Such roughnecks as Dick 
Murdoch, The Spoiler, Mark Lewin 
and others have been unable to 
break either of them. 

Victories? Yes, Kevin and David 
have plenty of those. As a tag- 
team combination, the Von Erichs 
rely on uncanny instinct and dazzl- 
ing speed. Both have fantastic 
drop kicks, simply rocketing into 
the air and firing out with stunning 
kicks. More than one standout has 
wilted under the Von Erich attack. 

So sparkling have been David 
and Kevin that both are often dub- 
bed as ‘future World Champions.” 
Promoters who have been in the 
sport for many years describe 
both David and Kevin as “dynam- 


Kevin: “Football is a tremendous sport and | really love it...wrestling, though, is what | have always 


wanted.” 
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ic, charismatic, very talented. The 
sky is the limit for both boys.” 

And that makes for even more 
pressure. How would anyone, at 
the tender age of 21 or 22, enjoy be- 
ing expected to capture the big- 
gest plaudit in his profession? 
Years and years of main events 
and stirring triumphs might only 
be a letdown after what is ex- 
pected. Be the best! Be number 
one! Nothing else counts. The ti- 
tle is all that counts. 

That is pressure of the highest 
degree. Flash-in-the-pans orcham- 
pions. This type of pressure can 
build and build for along time and 
dealing with it takes a steady head 
and common sense. 

Thanks to Fritz, though, David 
and Kevin appear to have all the 
tools needed to deal with virtually 
anything. The boys were barely 
toddlers when Fritz had them leam- 
ing fundamental wrestling moves. 
Any sport that either showed an in- 
clination for was given a solid but 
reasonable push. Opportunity in 
the way of equipment or instruc- 
tion was always available, along 
with the loving and discipline of a 
stable family structure. 

David, for instance, was possib- 
ly the finest high school basket- 
ball player in the State of Texas. 
He was the first, and so far only, 
hardcourt star to be choosen un- 
animously as All-State. David 
dominated a basketball floor as he 
often does the ring today. A fine 
shooter, superb rebounder and 
aggressive defensive gem, David 
was flooded with some 60 college 
scholarship offers. 

But the wrestling bug had bit- 
ten. “I just couldn’t wait to get into 
that ring,’ David admitted. “The 
crowd roaring has always been a 
terrific turn-on for me. Even 
though | was the youngest by farin 
any dressing room, | always have 
had confidence.” 

“Not only did my dad give me 
the basics, but | also have had a 
great work-out partner in Kevin,” 
David added. “And whenever atop 
wrestler came to Texas, my dad 
made sure he came to our ranch 
and spent time on the mat with 
Kevin and me.” 

It took only a few months for 
David to capture the fancy of fans 
in any building he appeared. 
Perhaps helping to smooth the 

road to acceptance was that 
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Never Feel 
Alone Again 


The Always Zon Guard 
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simple foolproof protection 
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from home. The portable 
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another Von Erich named Kevin 
had been a big hit not long before. 

“Yes, | was nervous and afraid 
when | had my first match,” Kevin 
disclosed. “It was in Fort Worth, 
where my father had always been 
a big name. | knew | had to go all 
out and it was a lot different from 
when | played football.” 

Could Kevin play? To say the 
least, he was a Star. Picked All- 
State in football, Kevin was also 
deluged with scholarship offers 


before deciding on North Texas 
State. Some knee problems hin- 
dered his gridiron pursuits but he 
rebounded rapidly until finally, like 
David, the wrestling bug bit and 
had another victim. 

“Football is a tremendous sport 
and | really love it,” Kevin said. 
“Wrestling, though, is what | have 
always wanted. All of the wrestlers 
| met and worked with through my 
dad were fine individuals and in 
excellent condition. 


“David and | learned more than 
just different styles. We also learn- 
ed various methods to keep in top 
shape,” recalled Kevin. ‘Just 
think how many different ideas 
and holds and tactics we were ex- 
posed to over the years when we 
were in high school and college. 
Unless we are pretty dumb, we 
would have had to learn some- 
thing.” 

“And we are both smart enough 
to understand what a break we 


Fritz: “Kevin and David have done nothing but make the Von Erich name more respected.” 





have gotten by having a father like 
Fritz Von Erich,’ David noted. 
“He’s always been there with ad- 
vice and, maybe we needed it once 
and a while—even if it meant a 
smack across the rump. Every- 
body loves his dad and we love 
ours as much as anyone.” 

“We owe him so much,’ Kevin 
declared. “We want him to be proud 
of us.” 


Neither Kevin nor David has 
any worry about that item. Fritz 
spoke forcefully about his off- 
spring, “Il am proud of each and 
every one. Kevin and David have 
done nothing but make the Von 
Erich name more respected. The 
same goes for Kerry, too.” 

“There are still two more boys at 
home,” Fritz stated. ‘““And|am just 
as proud of them as | am of Kevin, 
David and Kerry. Whether they are 
wrestlers or football players or 
doctors or writers or accountants, 
| don’t care. I'll be proud just as 
long as they do their absolute best 
—give it every effort and refuse to 
quit,” concluded Fritz. 





Certainly Fritz had reason to be 
proud at one of David’s biggest 
moments, because it was felt by 
many that Fritz would also be in 
action. National Wrestling Alli- 
ance king Harley Race had heard 
far more than he liked about the 
Von Erichs and reasoned the best 
way to eliminate a couple was bya 
non-title handicap match against 
any two. 

Fritz and David were the chosen 
pair as Race agreed to win one fall 
apiece from both within thirty min- 
utes or forfeit the verdict. If either 
Von Erich took a fall from Race, 
the match was over and Race was 
the loser. But if Race got the win 
by taking one fall from David and 
one fall from Fritz, the champion 
could eliminate two Von Erichs 
from the long and dangerous list 
of potential challengers to the 
throne. 

David convinced his father that 
he should start against Race. And 
start David did—and finish, too. In 
fact, Fritz never broke a sweat 
because the only time he had to 
move from ringside was tocongrat- 
ulate David after a stunning and 


thrilling victory overthe champion. 

Early in the struggle, David's 
science and speed had Race in 
trouble. But Harley, one of the 
toughest title-holders in history, 
opened the attack and gave David 
a thrashing. Somehow, David 
hung tough and battled back. 
Finally, though, Race decked 
David and launched a diving head 
butt. But, like lightning, David 
reached up and caught Race in the 
Iron Claw—the first time David 
had ever used the deadly claw. 

Race thrashed and kicked and 
struggled, but the claw could not 
be broken. Soon blood was 
cascading down the face and 
chest of Race as the champion 
sank into unconciousness. The 
referee halted the bout and award- 
ed the fall and the match to the 
Von Erichs—because David had 
defeated the World Champion. 
Non-title, yes, but Fritz and David 
knew what it meant to the Von 
Erichs. 

And Dick Murdoch, in charge of 
the Missouri State Championship, 
found out about the Von Erichs 
thanks to Kevin. Murdoch threw 
everything but the title belt at 
Kevin without managing to stop 
the determined youngster. When 
Murdoch hit, Kevin hit back. Even 
Murdoch’s suplex could not halt 
Kevin. 

Then Kevin caught Murdoch in 
the Iron Claw. Twist and turn as he 
might, Murdoch could not get free. 
Soon he sagged to the mat and 
seemed on the verge of defeat 
when “Bulldog” Bob Brown (who 
had been involved in a tag-team 
ruckus with Kevin one week 
earlier) jumped into the ring and at- 
tacked Kevin, thus bringing a dis- 
qualification to Murdoch. Soon 
Kevin, by himself, had knocked 
both Brown and Murdoch from the 
ring and others had to intervene to 
restore order. 

Thus, the spotlight gets even 
brighter on Kevin and David Von 
Erich. The rewards become bigger 
and the pressure becomes heavi- 
er. Can the Von Erichs handle it 
all? So far, the answer is “Yes!” 

And donot expect the answer to 
change in the future. David and 
Kevin Von Erich are something 
special. * 


David: “Even though | was the youngest by far in any dressing room, | have always had confidence.” 
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AGAINST 
THE WORLD 


by DAN WESTBROOK 





Not too many astute wrestling observers question his talent or dispute his impressive record, but the 
frequent vicious tactics and motives of Rivera have recently come under closer scrutiny. 


lt is said that money talks. In- 
siders say this is the reason why 
Victor Rivera changed his direc- 
tion in and attitude towards wres- 
tling. Rivera has claimed many 
times that he will do anything for 
money although his latest so- 
called change appears to be for 
good. But is it really for extra mon- 
ey? Those close to Rivera know 
better. Victor Rivera has always 
earned top dollar while appearing 
from coast to coast and the feeling 
is that it took more than a few dol- 
lars to change Victor’s mind, and 
ultimately, his wrestling style. 

Over two years ago on the West 
Coast, Rivera wrestled The Sheik 
in what resulted to be an injurious 
match. Victor suffered several 
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cuts and bruises not to mention a 
very serious loss at the hands of 
The Sheik. It was a natural match, 
claimed the promoters. Victor was 
riding high on a string of victories. 
Who would be more formidable 
than The Sheik? Victor was deject- 
ed after the defeat, and while in 
the dressing room thought of 
ways to punish the Arabian mad- 
man the next time they would 
meet. Much to his surprise Rivera 
found out a few days later that 
there would be no rematch. The 
Sheik left the area and laughed si- 
lently at Rivera. Other wrestlers 
knew Victor felt humiliated and 
defeated. 

It took more than two years for 
Victor to see the light. It was more 


than The Sheik, and more than just 
money. There was really no chance 
for Victor to prove himself. “Il want 
to make a name for myself. | want 
to be recognized as a wrestler’s 
wrestler. | want to be a winnerat all 
costs,” spoke Victor recently. The 
fans might be shocked and sur- 
prised but they will see my hand 
raised in victory. “Isn’t that what’s 
really important in wrestling?” 
asked Victor. 


In a recent tag-team match in 
Los Angeles, Victor teamed with 
the masked Texas Red against 
Black Gordman & Great Goliath. 
Victor wanted to prove to the fans 
he did not forget how to wrestle. 
His flying head scissors and as- 


“We held the WWA tag title on the West Coast, but it was Pedro (Morales) who got all the credit.” 
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sorted dropkicks proved he was 
still Victor Rivera and it looked like 
an easy victory for Rivera & Texas 
Red. But Victor turned the tables 
and rushed the masked man as he 
was pinning Goliath. The fans 
didn’t know what to make of it. 
Rivera then kicked his partner Tex- 
as Red in the head and shook 
hands with Black Gordman. Victor 
shouted “Never underestimate 
me!” to the fans. 


Several years ago on the East 
Coast, Victor Rivera was the man 
to beat. Some wrestlers called him 
Bruno Sammartino’s stepping 
stone, others called him worse. 
There was no evidence that Victor 
was unhappy. He warded off quite 
a few challengers at both the Mad- 
ison Square Garden, Beantown’s 
Boston Garden, Philadelphia’s 
Spectrum, and many other major 
Eastern arenas. Rivera complained, 
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“| Knew | had to make way for Bru- 
no, and later for Pedro Morales. | 
couldn't convince Mr. (Willie) Gil- 
zenberg and Vince McMahon that | 


‘was worthy of challenging Sammar- 


tino for the WWWF championship.” 
But for years Victor remained and 
it seemed that things would never . 
change. He was one of the most 
successful wrestlers in the busi- 
ness. Although, not the champion, 
Rivera did win his share of tag- 
team championships with various 
partners—including Pedro Morales. 
Morales seems to be one of the 
wrestlers that Victor disdains. “We 
held the WWA tag title on the West 
Coast, but it was Pedro who gotall 
the credit,” remarked Victor before 
being invited to participate in a Ja- 
panese wrestling series, “The Mad- 
ison Square Garden Series”. Victor 
was gleaming because he learned 
that Morales was also asked to ap- 
pear. “It happened a few years 
ago, but | can remember it as if it 
were just yesterday,’ smiled Vic- 
tor as he recalled the eye-opener 
of an event. What Rivera was refer- 
ring to was an open event in which 
Morales was matched against him 


in atournament. Victor continued, 
“! beat the tar out of that man they 
Call a Latin, in front of thousands 
of people!” A Latin himself, Riv- 
era’s only complaint was that the 
match was not held in the United 
States. It was Freddie Blassie who 
spotted Rivera in Japan and bid- 
ded for his services in the States. 
Victor quickly agreed to let Blas- 
sie manage him while wrestling in 
the East. 


There was anew champion in 
the WWWF—a fresh face from the 
Midwest, Bob Backlund—and Riv- 


era challenged him to atitle match. 


And much to the surprise of East- 
ern promoters, Mike LeBell, of Los 
Angeles signed a WWWF Cham- 
pionship match between Back- 
lund and Rivera during the sum- 
mer of 1978. Victor's long waited 
crack at the Worldwide Wrestling 
Federation belt had finally arrived. 
The fans saw a dramatically differ- 
ent Rivera this time. He had shaved 
his head and promised to be as 
vicious as possible. It was Back- 
lund’s debut in Los Angeles and 
Victor wanted to make it Bob’s 
first and last appearance. Rather 
than open the match with a high- 
flying dropkick, which won many 
bouts for Rivera, he chose to place 
three kicks into Backlund’s mid- 
section, downing the young cham- 
pion. Victor followed up with a 
backdrop and what looked like a 
pin and new championship belt. 
The champion from Minnesota 
however, pressed his way out of 
the pin, picked up Rivera and ap- 
plied the suplex. It was avery hard 
fought match with Rivera tossing 
Backlund out of the ring and slam- 
ming his head into the mat repeat- 
edly. The champ proved his mettle 
and finally retaliated by freezing 
Rivera in mid-ring with an Atomic 
Drop & press. The defeated Rivera 
has wanted to get back at him ever 
since. 

Victor then left the West for the 


isle of Puerto Rico, where the wres- 


tling has boomed tremendously 
(See Caribbean Report p. 54). But, 
it wasn’t long before the New York- 
ers would boo him once again. Riv- 
era has been causing trouble every- 
where he’s gone. Many former 
partners and friends of Rivera have 
voiced extreme dissatisfaction 
with his wild and unprovoked at- 
tacks upon his opponents. One 
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“The fans might be shocked and surprised but they will see my hand raised in victory.” 


wrestler in particular, Chavo Guer- 
rero, explained, ‘There is just no 
reason for the man to viciously at- 
tack his opponent out of the blue 
sky. The man is a former cham- 
pion. A former Battle Royal winner. 
A former tag-team Champion. You 
name it, he’s done it. To me, he has 
one of the best records in the busi- 
ness. BUT...he now has one of the 
worst reputations in wrestling. | 
think he’s really flipped out!” 
Rivera was one of the first men 
to publicly insult the Guerrero 
wrestling family. That he is athorn 
in their side is an understatement. 
Victor defeated Mando Guerrero 
and followed with Hector Guer- 
rero, adding insult to injury. Chavo 
Guerrero is one man who wishes 
to stop Rivera in his tracks. They 
have been at it tooth and nail ever 
since Victor decided that money 
wasn’t everything. Besides win- 


ning matches underhandedly, Vic- 
tor has enlisted a protege, Bad 
News Allen Coage to help him in 
his quest for reaching the top of 
wrestling supremacy. Coage is a 
huge man, an Olympics bronze 
medalist in Judo who has turned 
to wrestling like a fish takes to 
water. Coage agreed to let Rivera 
manage and team with him as long 
as Rivera handled the bookings 
and contracts. Fred Blassie later 
took over the contracts and signed 
the team for several appearances 
on the East Coast. 


Rivera does not like to listen to 
others very well, so not before 
long he bought Coage’s contract 
from Blassie and returned out 
West. The pair have been very suc- 
cessful. Later, Rivera signed up 
Bad News Leroy Brown to his sta- 





ble of wrestlers. Just as things 
were going Victor’s way, there was 
a rumor among wrestlers that he 
was not paying his wrestlers their 
share of earnings. In addition, he 
had been subjecting his men to 
very difficult demands. This has 
led to friction within his own sta- 
ble. But, Victor Rivera has become 
amore arrogant man. He believes 
that he is his own man. He is no 
longer the stepping stone ... he is 
THE man to beat. To Victor Rivera, 
he has paid the price with his own 
blood. “Let the tough guys come 
here and beat me if they can. It’ll 
never happpen,” bellowed Victor. 
When given the chance, the fans 
did just that. A tough man was 
given the assignment in Los An- 
geles. When the smoke cleared, 
Victor Rivera emerged victori- 
ous over George (The Animal) 
Steele. x 





Chavo Guerrero: “...he (Rivera) now has one of the worst reputations in wrestling. | think he’s really 


flipped out.” 
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STEVE STRONG 


CALIFORNIA BEACHBOY 
SET TO OUT-BATTLE STARR 


by ALLAN BOLTE 


When he’s not working on his muscular physique, chasing bathing beauties, or just soaking 
up the warm Southern California sunshine, big Steve Strong is battling his way to the 
championship belt worn by his arch-rival Ron Starr. 


He thought he had him pinned. 
Kicking the ropes in frustration, he 
complained to the referee, claim- 
ing that he was counting too slow. 
Big Steve Strong, one of the most 
powerful wrestlers in the country 
(and the world), was wrestling Ron 
Starr for the latter’s United States 
Heavyweight Championship. 

Strong then held Starr in a side 





headlock and, when he thought 
the referee wasn’t paying close at- 
tention, he began to choke Starr, 
grasping his throat with his large, 
vise-like fingers and squeezing 
with all his strength. Starr gasped 
and choked as he fought frantical- 
ly for needed air. But Strong was 
taller and heavier, and consider- 
ably stronger than the champ. 


Moments later the referee 
caught Strong and warned him. 
“You keep breaking the rules, 
Strong, and I'll disqualify you,” 
shouted the official. 

Strong gave a clean break but 
then brought up his knee, driving it 
hard into Starr’s midsection. The 
champ was down and the fans 
screamed in horror. 


“| had him (Starr) beaten, | could have broken his back with that bearhug but | spared him.” 
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“I've got him beaten,” he 
screamed at the thousands of ex- 
cited spectators. Strong pointed to 
his fallen foe and spat on him. “I’m 
the new champion,” he laughed. 

He then jumped in the air and 
landed on top of Starr, temporarily 
knocking the air out of the champ 
and injuring him further. 

Finally, Strong held Starr's 
shoulders to the mat for the three 
count. The first fall, was officially 
over and Strong’s hand was held in 
token of victory by the referee. 

While waiting for the two-min- 
ute period between falls the big 
man argued with a group of ring- 
siders who disliked his style. 

“You cheat,” a fan yelled. 
“You're a bum. You have muscle 
but no brain. We hate you!” anoth- 
er shouted at him. 

Strong paid no attention. In- 
stead he walked over to Starr and 
kicked him in the leg, telling the 
fans ‘that was for them.” 

The bell rang for the second fall 
and Starr still lay on the mat. The 
pain from the first fall could still be 
felt. 

Strong pulled him up by the hair 
and squeezed him in a bearhug. 

This same hold has been re- 
sponsible for many Steve Strong 
victories. He clamps his powerful, 
muscular arms around the foe's 
back and lifts him high in the air 
while squeezing with every ounce 
of strength. 

The fans yelled for Starr to pull 
his hair but the champ seldom 
breaks rules. Instead, he slapped 
his ears and Strong released the 
grip. Immediately he re-applied 
the hold and again Starr was in 
pain. 

Dropping the battered Starr 
from his grip, Strong climbed to 
the top rope and leaped off, hop- 
ing to land on the fallen champ. 

But not quite. Just in time Starr 
rolled away and Strong hit the mat 
face first. Quickly Starr rolled him 
over and pinned him, winning the 
second fall. 

Starr turned the tables and 
began kicking Strong during the 
rest period. The fans loved it until 
the referee pulled him back in an- 
ticipation for the bell and the third 
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and decisive fall. 


Action resumed and both 
wrestlers were at each other like 


wild animals. They exchanged. 


punches as if it were a boxing 
match and the stronger challenger 
had the upper hand. 

Then both wrestlers fell outside 
of the ring and continued fighting 
while the ref counted. 

Starr, finally realizing that they 
were being counted out of the 
ring, quickly climbed back in while 
Strong was too involved in the bat- 
tle to think, continued to be 
counted out. 

When referee Frank Nocety 
reached the decisive count of 10 
he declared that the match was 
over and Strong, having been 
counted out, was a loser. 

It took amoment for the news to 
sink in, but when it did Strong 
reacted violently feeling that he 
had been “ripped off.” He jumped 
Starr from behind and the fists 
started flying. Order was finally 
restored only after wrestlers from 
earlier matches came from the 
dressing room to ringside to help 
break up the melee. 

Once inside, a screaming, 
enraged Strong kicked his locker 
room door in disgust. “Il had him 
beaten. | could have broken his 
back with that bearhug but | 
spared him,” he said with ascowl. 
“He thinks he outsmarted me but 
he didn’t.” 

“| proved that | was stronger, 
faster, and much more sadistic 
than he. | proved that | could 
defeat him with my hands tied. 
But, because of a small technicali- 
ty, he is awarded the match. 
‘Given’ the match | say! He 
couldn’t beat me if | was sleeping. 
I'll get back at him.” 


A\iter showering, Strong began 
discussing his past. By now he 
was calmer, more composed and 
lucid. In fact, you could almost say 
he was friendly. 

“| get upset in the ring,” he said, 
wiping the drops of water from his 
massive chest. ‘Wrestling is a big 


thing to me. | take it seriously. 
Some wrestlers don't care if they 
win or lose; all that concerns them 
is making a few bucks. That’s not 
my attitude at all and if | ever start 
to feel that way, I'll quit the 
business.” 

“Wrestling is tough” he admit- 
ted. “Lots of fans, as well as 
youngsters wanting to become 
wrestlers, think this life is all easy 
money and glamor. It’s not. Sure, 
some guys go far, become rich 
and famous and live happy, pro- 
ductive lives. I'd say Pat Patterson, 
Bruno Sammartino, Billy Graham, 
Ray Stevens and Pepper Gomez 
have all done well. But, there area 
lot of rookies running from ring to 
ring, getting the hell knocked out 
of them. They’re learning the hard 
way. 

“! first became interested in 
wrestling as a pro after getting 
some amateur experience. | 
wrestled and played football in 
high school and did well for 
several reasons. 

“For one thing, | was bigger and 
stronger than my classmates. 
Also | was a pretty rugged guy. | 
would knock the hell out of a guy if 
he so much as looked at me the 
wrong way. |’d never start any- 
thing, but if | knew some sort of 
trouble was coming, I’d jump right 
in and get it over with.” 

“Driving trucks and digging 
ditches five days a week from nine 
to five didn’t really turn me on. So, | 
decided | wanted to become apro- 
fessional athlete and | chose 
wrestling.” 

Wrestling wasn’t Strong’s only 
interest, however. He became in- 
terested in bodybuilding as a teen 
and he started lifting weights 
regularly, gaining muscle and 
weight rapidly. 

Two years ago Strong was athis 
heaviest—262 muscular pounds 
with nary an ounce of fat on his 
body. Since then he has trimmed 
away some of the bulk and for the 
Starr bout he weighed 245. 

Has the weight lifting paid off? 

“You bet it has,” he said, flexing 
his left bicep. “Feel it,’ he or- 
dered. “It’s solid muscle.” It was. 

“I've got 202” arms,” he said. 


“It took quite a while to build them 
up, too. But I’m proud of it. My 
chest is 52”.1 spend alotoftimein 
the sun so| maintain a healthy tan. 

“When | walk down the street 
women love looking at me. They 
love big muscles. And the men 
stare at me in jealousy. They wish 
they had such a body.” 

Strong's muscles are to hs ad- 
vantage when the action gets 
rough in the ring. He utilizes his 
strength to batter and defeat his 
challengers. 

“lve heard many opponent’s 
back snap when | apply the bear- 
hug,” he laughed. “they give up in 
a hurry if they don’t want a busted 
back. | usually let them go right 
away but I'll squeeze for a few ex- 
tra seconds if he gave me a bad 
time during the match.” 


Strong isn’t afraid of capable 
challengers, nor does he walk 
away from what he thinks could be 
a tough match. He never has given 
up to an opponent and he seldom 
is pinned. Disqualified, yes. 
Counted out of the ring, occasion- 
ally, and it’s on such an occasion 
that he insists he has been dis- 
criminated against. 

“Some referees have a thing 
against big, muscular guys like 
me,” he said. “They instead 
choose the underdog.” 

“They automatically feel that if 
my opponent is shorter, lighter, 
and obviosly weaker than me, that 
he'll get beaten fast, which usually 
happens. But, some refs in the past 
seem to have gone out of their way 
just to make it tough on me. 

“If I’m pinning an opponent 
sometimes they'll count slow. 
Maybe it’s my imagination but | 
doubt it. Some referees just don’t 
like the bigger, stronger wrestler. 

“| admit that sometimes | break 
the rules. | love fighting and ina 
fight there are no rules. Some- 
times | forget that wrestling is a 
sport and that rules govern it. 
That’s why | am sometimes dis- 
qualified for unsportsmanlike con- 
duct.” 

Strong continued as he put ona 
T-shirt and combed his blonde 
hair. “Wrestling is full of tough 
guys wanting to make it to the top, 
and they're doing a damned good 
job of it,” he said. 

“Billy Graham is fantastic. A 
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“1 love fighting and in a fight there are no rules.” 





few years ago he weighed 285 and 
he had won many bodybuilding 
contests. He is a champion 
wrestler with many successful 
years in the sport.” 

“|, personally, don’t want to put 
out the time devoted to wrestling 
that Graham has. Otherwise, | real- 
ly think | could enjoy as much suc- 
cess as he has.” 

Strong lives in Southern Califor- 
nia where, according to him, it is 
the most beautiful area in the 
country. He enjoys the sun and 
warm weather. 
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“I enjoy living by the beach,” he 
said. ‘| also want to be near a good 
gym that has all the latest equip- 
ment. Santa Monica and Venice 
are the meccas of the bodybuild- 
ing world.” 

Strong has defeated leading 
challengers throughout Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, and Oregon, and 
has traveled to most major cities 
in the United States but he prefers 
the West Coast. 

“| look forward to matches 
where | know I'll have a tough time 
of it,” he said. “I don’t like easy vic- 


tories; there’s no challenge there. 
Also, the money is pretty good on 
the West Coast. The weather is 
beautiful and that’s important. | 
usually make it a point to spend 
Sunday afternoons swimming in 
the ocean and sunbathing on the 
beach. Santa Monica is great for 
that.” 


A relaxing day on the beach is 
something to look forward to after 
a hard match the night before. He 
says it gives him a chance to 





“| don’t like easy victories; there’s no challenge there.” 





meditate, rest and prepare for his 
next encounter on the mat. 

He enjoys the arts and loves 
various kinds of music. He will be 
featured in photographs with sing- 
ing superstar Cher on her next 
album. That’s where the muscles 
came in handy. 

“Evidentally the record com- 
pany wanted someone with mus- 
cles—a bodybuilder type,” he ex- 
plained. “So, they were told about 
me and they contacted me. It was 
something different and exciting.” 

Food and eating is another 


favorite hobby of Strong. He en- 
joys eating various types of food 
but his desires often interfere with 
his training schedule. Building 
muscles doesn’t consist of just 
lifting weights. Diet and rest must 
also be considered. He therefore 
must lay off some of the fattening 
foods. 

“! try to get plenty of rest,” he 
said. “Between wrestling and 
working out | don’t have much ex- 
tra time. Any extra time | do have | 
like to devote to another hobby of 
mine—women.” 


Strong is more serious about 
weight lifting than most other pro 
wrestlers. It shows and he’s proud 
of it. 

Most fans dislike him because 
they say he’s too rough with his 
opponents, he breaks too many 
rules, and he’s too egotistical. But, 
he doesn’t care. 

“! don’t care what the fans have 
to say about me,” he said. “As 
long as they pay to see me in the 
ring, I’m happy. Give me tough op- 
ponents, good money and the 
beaches and I’m happy. * 








TERRY FUNK 
REBEL WITH A CAUSE 


by JERRY PRATER 


events, is totally dedicated'to destroyin 
old schoolmate and arch-rival Dusty Rhodes 


Back in 1961, this correspon- 
dent met a fellow from Texas by 
the name of Dory Funk. It came as 
no surprise that he was a profes- 
sional athlete; he admitted that 
growing up tough was anecessity, 
considering the proclivity of his 
peers for fabricating ludicrous 
mispronunciations of his name. 


“| got a couple of boys you'll 
want to be keeping your eye on,’ 
he told us at the time. Dory Funk 
was hardly what you could call a 
“master of the understatement” 
(Texans, we suppose, seldom are), 
but, in this case, he scarcely did 
justice to his progeny. 


“The first of Dory’s “boys” to 
gain national and worldwide rec- 
ognition was Dory Jr., who won the 
NWA heavyweight championship 
by defeating Gene Kiniski in Tam- 
pa, Fla., in February 1969. “Junior,” 
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Former N.W.A. heavyweight champion Terry Funk, who won his belt following a strange sequence of 
g the manhe blames for his title defeat—not Harley Race but 
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a name hardly befitting a world 
champion, held the title until 1973, 


. withstanding a constant barrage 


of challengers before finally suc- 
cumbing to the efforts of current 
champ Harley Race. 

It was during the reign of Dory 
Funk uJr., that the character of his 
younger brother, Terry, began to 
show up. Before Junior became 
famous, Terry had been “...a nice 
young kid from West Texas State,” 
much as Junior had before win- 
ning the title. 

Most observers will agree that 
Dory’s winning the world title 
wasn't particularly good for Terry. 
A certain bitterness became evi- 
dent, and it was hard to figure out 
whom it was directed at. Terry 
went out of his way to battle any 
potential challenger for big broth- 
er’s belt, and he is credited with 
having stopped quite a few before 


they ever got achance at the NWA 
crown. But it was obvious that 
Terry Funk wasn’t happy doing 
this. Did he consider it an obliga- 
tion? Was he afraid his brother 
couldn’t handle the competition? 
Did he resent Junior for what he 
apparently felt obligated to do in 
his behalf? 

“| am not my brother's keeper,” 
Terry told us when we asked him 
these questions back in 1972. 
“Junior is the greatest scientific 
wrestler in the world today, he can 
beat any man who walks. He does 
not need me or anybody else to 
protect him. 






“What | am doing,” Terry contin- 
ued, enunciating each word with 
exaggerated precision, “is what 
any other professional wrestler in 
his right mind would at least like to 
do, and that is to defeat some of 
the top heavyweights in the game. 
You see, | want to be the top- 
ranked contender for the cham- 
pionship. Before you ask, let me 
tell you that | have no intention of 
challenging Junior for his title—a 
man doesn’t try to take something 
like this from his own brother. | 
just want the Funks to be the two 
top men in professional wrestling. 
If | have to settle for the number 
two position, | can live with that 
—as long as Junior is number one.” 

It would be hard to say whether 
or not Terry achieved his desired 
goal of becoming number one 
challenger (i.e., number two man 





. inthe game) during Dory’s reignas 


champion. Those responsible for 
rating contenders were naturally a 
little reluctant to designate as top 
challenger a man they knew 
wasn’t going to challenge, but 
Terry’s success and determina- 
tion during this period were such 
that he might well have been enti- 
tled to the recognition he sought, 
whether or not he ever received it. 

But what he said about not 
minding a situation wherein the 
top rung of the ladder was out of 
his grasp left us less than con- 
vinced. Terry Funk doesn't like to 
take a backseat to anyone, not 


Brisco: “Of the two Funk brothers, Terry is probably the more dangerous.” 
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even his own brother. He is heir to 
his father’s temperment, being a 
volatile, outspoken individual; 
Dory Jr., on the other hand, is quiet 
and cool-headed. Dory is a great 
defensive wrestler, while Terry is 
less scientific and far more ag- 
gressive in his approach to the 
sport. At West Texas State Univer- 
sity, both of the Funk brothers 
made reputations as great ath- 
letes but Dory Jr. is remembered 
as a scholarly, almost shy type, 
whereas Terry built areputation as 
one who perpetually tested the ef- 
fectiveness of the school’s disci- 
plinary process. 


When Harley Race defeated 
Dory Funk dr. to win the NWA title 
in 1973, Terry made astatement for 
all who would listen to hear: “Now 
it’s my turn!” he said. “Harley 
Race is going to wish he had never 
heard the name Funk,’ he added, 
little realizing the irony in what he 
said. 

Two months later, Terry Funk 
again found cause to be bitter. 
Harley Race was beaten for the ti- 
tle by Jack Brisco. Jack Brisco 
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was from Oklahoma, which made 
him almost a natural enemy of 
anyone from Texas, but worse 
than that, Brisco had been the 
bane of the Funk family’s exist- 
ence during the more than four 
years that Junior held the world 
title. Repeatedly, Jack sought 
matches with Dory Funk Jr., and 
each time the outcome was so 
close that the public demanded a 
rematch and promoters vied with 
their checkbooks in hand for the 
opportunity to sign it. There may 
have been some cause to take 
comfort in the fact that it was not 
Brisco who actually took the belt 
from the Funk family, but when 
Jack wound up with it two months 
after Dory lost it, there was 
precious little joy in Amarillo. 

“l will get the championship 
away from Jack Brisco!” Terry bel- 
lowed into the microphone, the 
television cameras recording the 
redness of his countenance and 
the veins standing out in his neck. 
The sportswriters and commenta- 
tors were not kind, not even those 
in West Texas, where the Funk 
name had become alegend before 
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Terry was out of high school. 

“He was never able to stop Jack 
Brisco when Jack was after his 
brother,” one editor observed. 
“Terry is bigger and stronger than 
Jack,” said another, “but Brisco 
has the finesse that makes cham- 
pions. Dory Funk ur. has this, but 
not Terry.” 

This might have bothered Terry 
Funk, but it didn’t discourage him. 
He had grown up being Old Man 
Funk’s kid, and later on “Junior’s 
little brother.’ He could endure a 
little hassle from the armchair ex- 
perts without going all to pieces. 

Jack Brisco, meanwhile, was af- 
forded a hero’s welcome every- 
where he went after winning the ti- 
tle. Like the champion he was, 
Jack extended both Harley Race 
and Dory Funk Jr. opportunities to 
regain the belt before going on to 
face a long list of other chal- 
lengers. And all this time, Terry 
Funk fumed and smoldered, but 
while he was fuming and smolder- 
ing, Terry was also winning match- 
es and this time those responsible 
for the ratings had no reason to 
doubt his intentions as far as 














the world championship was con- 
cerned. 

“| would have derived a consid- 
erable degree of satisfaction,’ 
Terry admitted during an interview 
in the summer of 1975, “from tak- 
ing the championship away from 
Harley Race, since it was Race 
who beat Junior for the title. But 
it's too late for that now, and 
besides, Harley Race isn’t the one 
who hounded Junior for three 
years, demanding one champion- 
ship match after another, it was 
Jack Brisco who did this—and 
Jack Brisco even now has posses- 
sion of our championship belt! 

“When you talk about satisfac- 
tion, there is nothing in the entire 
world which would give me great- 
er pleasure than to defeat Jack 
Brisco for the world heavyweight 
championship. Getting the title 
and beating Jack Brisco to do it 
would be like striking oil and get- 
ting propositioned by Dolly Parton 
both on the same day. | know that 
this is what Junior wants, too, and 
if he gets to Brisco first, that’s 
fine. But right now | plan on being 
the next world champion!” 





“Of the two Funk brothers, Terry 
is probably the more dangerous,’ 
then-world champion Jack Brisco 
remarked during a conversation 
that same summer. “Dory held on- 
to the title as long as he did 
because he is a superb defensive 
wrestler. But Terry is more ag- 
gressive, less inhibited, less con- 
cerned about becoming injured, 
and therefore a greater threat to 
any title-holder he faces.” 


Terry's record qualified him for 
a shot at Brisco, but promoters 
were reluctant to sign the match 
because Jack had beaten Terry a 
couple of years earlier when Dory 
was champion. Those who make 
money making matches felt that, 
with this defeat in his background, 
Terry wouldn’t carry the image ofa 
“threat to the champion” very 
well. It was actually unfair to Terry 
Funk, but such decisions must be 
made to satisfy the ticket-buying 
public. 

While Terry was busy putting to- 
gether arecord which would make 
dollar-conscious promoters forget 
his earlier loss to Brisco, he re- 


ceived another setback. In Novem- 
ber of 1975, Terry was signed to 
meet Mike Graham, and of course 
Funk was heavily-favored to win. 
Mike surprised and defeated him, 
and the word got around. Promot- 
ers who had just begun toying 
with the idea of matching Terry 
with Jack Brisco went back to 
entertaining their initial mis- 
givings. 

Things were looking pretty drab 
by this time, but the following 
month brought an unexpected 
opportunity to Terry Funk. His 
brother, Dory, was unable to make 
a scheduled match in Miami 
Beach—with, guess who, Jack 
Brisco. Terry took his brother’s 
place and won the world cham- 
pionship. 

Having finally gotten a title 
shot, Terry Funk vindicated his 
boasts and brought the judgment 
of promoters who had dismissed 
his challenge into question. He 
was a swaggering, self-confident 
champion, who held the title for 
well over a year and never refused 
to meet any challenger. 

Shortly after he won the belt, we 
asked Terry Funk if he would ac- 
cept the challenge of Mike Gra- 
ham. His earlier loss to Graham 
meant that there would be no prob- 
lem finding an interested promot- 
er, but the champion has his say in 
these matters, too. 

“Your damned right I'll wrestle 
Mike Graham,” Terry replied. “I 
spent two-and-a-half years getting 
the run-around, and | don’t want it 
said that | did the same thing to 
somebody else when | won the 
belt. | realize that what happened 
to me wasn’t strictly Brisco’s do- 
ing, but I’m going a step further 
and saying right here and now that 
Terry Funk is going to meet every 
challenger, even if we have to 
wrestle before an empty house!” 

Wrestling before an empty 
house was to be the least of Terry 
Funk’s worries. The mayor 
couldn’t have gotten his mother- 
in-law into the Tampa Armory the 
night Terry defended the world ti- 
tle against Mike Graham, and that 
match proved to be the closest 
call Funk experienced in the entire 
time he held the belt. 


“?’m going to make Dusty Rhodes pay for costing me the big one.” 
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It was not, however, his only 
close call, as evidenced by the 
emergence of another rival—one 
who dated back to Terry’s college 
days at West Texas State. 

lf Terry Funk wasn’t the univer- 
sity's all-time biggest discipline 
problem, Virgil Riley Runnels Jr. 
(a.k.a. Dusty Rhodes) certainly 
was. And since they attended at 
the same time, it was often dif- 
ficult to determine who got the 
blame for what. They played on the 
same football team, wrestled on 
the same squad, wrote each 
other's names on the rest room 
walls and got along better with 
Oklahoma State’s defensive line 
than with each other. Time never 
did a thing to ease this rivalry. 

“Dusty Rhodes is nothing buta 
dirty, low-down, egg-sucking dog!” 
Funk intoned before the television 
cameras as the director and audio 
engineer nervously tried to an- 
ticipate the outbursts of profanity 
they were almost sure would 
follow, having heard Terry’s off- 
the-cuff comments about his chal- 
lenger before the interview began. 
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The term, “egg-sucking dog,’ 
has long been used by rural folk to 
describe the most worthless of 
canines or their human equivalent, 
the idea being that man’s best 
friend might get by without doing 
much to support himself, but 
when he “goes to suckin’ eggs,” 
that makes him a distinct liability 
and a prime candidate for an early 
demise. Immortalized as he was in 
song by Johnny Cash, the egg- 
sucking dog remains a symbol of 
contemptible indolence. In some 
parts of Texas, there is scarcely 
anything worse you can call some- 
one you don’t like, and the expres- 
sion is almost never used in.jest, 
even among the closest of friends. 

Dusty Rhodes did not defeat 
Terry Funk for the world heavy- 
weight championship, but the 
night after Rhodes and Funk met, 
Harley Race did. Against good ad- 
vice, Terry signed to meet Rhodes 
and Race on consecutive nights. 
Dusty got to Funk good and pro- 
per, and though Terry managed to 
hold on in the Rhodes match, he 
was in no condition to make a title 
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defense again the following even- 
ing and was beaten by Harley 
Race. 

“If it takes me from now until 
the day | start pushing up mush- 
rooms to do it,’ Terry insists, “I’m 
going to make Dusty Rhodes pay 
for costing me the big one. He 
couldn’t do it himself—he couldn't 
get the belt away from me—so he 
decided to get me hurt instead. It 
didn’t matter to him that Harley 
Race had the world champion- 
ship, but he couldn’t stand to see 
the man who kicked his butt twice 
a week at West Texas State wear- 
ing that $10,000 gold belt!” 

Since losing the world cham- 
pionship, Terry has been doing a 
lot of things. He even made a 
movie, ‘Paradise Alley,’ with 
Sylvester “Rocky” Stallone. But 
his bitterness against Dusty 
Rhodes has never diminished one 
iota. Terry Funk not only holds a 
grudge, he nurtures it until it 
becomes a oneman vendetta. 

Thus, Terry Funk’s war against 
the world continues; and who 
knows? He might win. * 
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Eastern Report _....n.-» 


Weicome to another special 
edition of Wrestling World. Since 
our last issue there has been 
quite a bit of action in the World 
Wrestling Federation so let's 
review. 

The most persistent challenger 
to Bob Backlund’s heavyweight 
crown has been Pat Patterson. 
Patterson has given the cham- 
pion quite a battle for the title 
and, in fact, the Blonde Bomber 
nearly defeated the champion 
on three different occasions. 
Backlund endured (as reported in 
full in this same issue) but, Pat- 
terson is persistent and there is 
still a strong possibility that the 




























Santana and Putski 


Pat Patterson 


Californian may yet pin the cham- 
pion and capture the title. 

In the last several weeks two 
more outstanding matmen have 
entered WWF territory and both 
have their sights set on the title. 
The two men in question are big 
“Bad” Bobby Duncum and the 
“World’s Strongest Human Be- 
ing”, Ken Patera. Both have 
wrestled in the area before and 
they are returning after very suc- 
cessful tours around the country. 
In the last several months Patera 
has held the Mid-Atlantic heavy- 
weight title and also the tag- 
team belt with Big John Studd. 
Duncum is returning east from 
the AWA where, along with fellow 
Texan Stan Hansen he held the 
AWA tag-team title. It’s going to 
be interesting to see just how 
successful these two men are in 
the WWF this time around. 

The master of the figure-four, 
Greg Valentine, is still very active 
in the WWF. The powerful 
blonde-maned grappler would 





love nothing better than to get 
another crack at the WWF heavy- 
weight crown. 

Fred Blassie’s latest protege, 
Big Swede Hansen, has been 
very successful since invading 
the East Coast. With his feared 
piledriver the Swede has put 
away many a foe. In fact, Hansen 
has hospitalized three men with 
his piledriver and he is hoping 
that Bob Backlund will become 
number four. 

Congratulations are in order to 
Ivan Putski and Tito Santana for 
capturing the WWF tag-team ti- 
tle. This new team has the mak- 
ings of becoming the greatest 
tag-team ever to appear on the 
east coast since they really work 
well together. 

The “American Dream”, Dusty 
Rhodes, recently returned to. 
Madison Square Garden. This 
was Dusty’s first return since 
capturing and losing the NWA 
crown held again by Harley Race. 
Hopefully we will be seeing more 
of the ‘‘Dream” in the month’s 
ahead. 

Two members of the rock 
group “BLONDIE” have been 
attending the matches quite 
regularly at Madison Square 
Garden, whenever they are not 
on tour. Lead singer Debra Harry 
and guitarist Chris Stein make 
it a point to come to the Garden 
to witness the wrestling action 
whenever possible. Their favorite 
grappler is another blonde— 
Greg Valentine. 


sé 
Im through with the Valiants! 

They are nothing but a bunch of 
bums. | don’t know what | ever 
saw in them in the first place!” 
Captain Lou Albano recently told 
a shocked television audience. 
And several weeks after the Cap- 
tain divorced his team, Lucious 
John and Gentlemen Jerry lost 
their WWF tag-team title. Now 
people are wondering if the Cap- 
tain really was the force that held 
the team together. 

The “Living Legend” still looks 
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as good as ever. In the last few 
months Bruno Sammartino has 
defeated both Greg Valentine 
and Pat Patterson the two lead- 
ing contenders for the crown. 
Seeing Sammartino in action one 
has to feel the ‘Living Legend” 
could still be champion today if 
only he wanted to wrestle for the 
title. 

Former champion, “Superstar” 
Billy Graham recently wrestled 
down south in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee and also Atlanta, Georgia. 
Graham has been keeping him- 
self fairly inactive from wrestling 
in the last several months but he 
has not let up on his physical 
conditioning. Graham still looks 
as trim and fit as ever and there 
is a good possibility that the 
Superstar may someday reappear 
on the East Coast to reclaim 
“his title.” 

The “one man riot squad”, 
Bulldog Brower, is still active on 
the East Coast but the Bulldog 
seems to have calmed down a 
bit. 

Larry Zbyscko is still as popu- 
lar as ever. With Tony Garea’s 
departure, Zbyscko has been 
wrestling in more singles bouts 
and this has helped his style. 

Former WWF Junior Cham- 
pion, Jose Estrada, has to be one 
of the most underrated men in 
the WWF. Estrada is fast, agile, 
and seems to have a knowledge 
of practically every hold imagina- 
ble. If Estrada ever wrestled out- 
side the WWF he would definite- 
ly be a top title contender. 

Another underrated star has to 
be Johnny Rivera. Before return- 
ing to the WWF Rivera was one 
of the top men in the Carribean. 
He could be a big star anywhere 
in the wrestling world. 

After a very successful stay 
on the East Coast “Rookie of the 
Year’, Steve Travis has departed 
to wrestle in Georgia and Florida. 
Everyone in the Northeast wish- 
es Travis nothing but the best in 
the future. As soon as the good 
looking youngster acquires a lit- 
tle more poise and polish he will 


definitely be challenging for the 
World’s Heavyweight crown. He 
is really that good. 

That just about brings you up 


Johnny Rivera 








to date of what’s going down in 
this busy sector of the wrestling 
world and we hope to see you 
again next issue. * : 
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Everyone always reads about oor 
the wrestling in the states and 
also Japan but very little, if 
anything at all, is ever reported 
about the action in the Caribbean. 
This special issue of Wrestling 
World is therefore proud to in- 
troduce this new department. 
This part of the world has as 
much wrestling activity as any 
other territory in the wrestling 
world. 


A: present, the Caribbean, 
which is composed of the is- 
lands of Puerto Rico, Trinidad, 





Pampero Firpo 





Cyclone Negro 


Tobago, Barbados and Martinique 
are governed by the NWA with 
the parent organization known 
as Capital Sports promotions. 
Capital Sports has been bringing 
the best wrestling talent to the 
Caribbean for the last ten years 
and many of the world’s top 
wrestlers have appeared in this 
period. 

The current champions as 
recognized by the NWA Capital 
Sports promotion office are: 
Carlos Colon, North American 
champion; Dick Stienborn, Carri- 
bean champion; Pampiro Firpo, 
North American champion; The 
Invaders, North American tag- 
team champions; Ray Apollon, 
Trinidad heavyweight champion; 
Baba the Giant, International 
heavyweight champion. 
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Maso & Hiro Sasaki 


Besides the men previously 
listed there are also quite a few 
other top stars currently appear- 
ing in the Carribean. These in- 
clude Cyclone Negro, Don Kent, 
Abdullah the Butcher, Frankie 
Lane and Dutch Mantel former 
North American tag-team cham- 
pions, Hiro and Massa Sassaki, 
Miguel Perez, Dory and Terry 
Funk, Al Costello, Victor Joyica, 
Gorilla Monsoon and Ox Baker. 
Last month the sensational Mex- 
ican star Mil Mascaras and his 
brother Dos Caras also appeared 


Caribbean Report 








on a big card in the Roberto 
Clemente Coliseum in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

At the present time the biggest 
feud involves Dick Stienborn and 
Carlos Colon. Stienborn severely 
injured Jose Rivera during a 
match and now the popular 
Rivera will be sidelined for at 
least six months with a broken 
wrist. Many of the Island favor- 
ites have put a bounty on Stien- 
born’s head in hopes of driving 
him from the Caribbean. 

Although matches are held 


throughout the Caribbean on a 
regular basis the largest group of 
fans attended the bouts on the 
island of Puerto Rico. There, 
week after week sellouts are the 
rule, not the exception. In the 
cities of Bayamon, Ponce, 
Cagues, Arecibo, Mayaguez, and 
San Juan the bouts are held 
every week and whenever the 
matches are held in the Loubril 
Stadium in Bayamon or the 
Roberto Clemente Coliseum in 
San Juan crowds in excess of 
10,000 people always turn out to 
witness the top flight action. 
From the stars previously 
listed one can see that the Carib- 
bean is indeed a hotbed of 
wrestling activity and in future 
issues we will keep you abreast 
of the wrestling action there. x 


Dick Stienborn 








southern Report _........ 





0. Baker is still looking for a 
good steak. At the present time, 
he’s looking for it along the Gulf 
Coast states— Alabama, West 
Florida, and the general area. 
The Ox comes from lowa, where 
some of the best beef in the 
world is raised, and he’s just not 
happy with what he finds 
anywhere else. 

Ox Baker isn’t happy about 
much else, either. He is 28614 
pounds of walking, bellyaching 
grudge. He is still contributing to 
crowded conditions at hospitals 
with his infamous heart punch, 
with which he once nearly ended 
the career of reigning NWA 
champion Harley Race. 

Kevin Sullivan is doing quite 
well for himself in this area, too. 
Kevin isn’t looking for a steak, 
necessarily; he’d probably rather 
have some New England lobster 
or Chesapeake Bay oysters. 
That’s more his style. He’s from 
Boston, Mass., and Kevin's big 
ambition is to win the world 
heavyweight championship 
before his fellow Bostonian, Ted 
Kennedy, becomes President of 
the United States. 

Dick Slater is a fellow who has 
come a long way in the past cou- 
ple of years. A somewhat surly 
individual at times, Dick is given 
to an aggressive, brawling ap- 
proach to the sport, though he is 
a very capable scientific wrestler 
when he wants to be. Despite his 
coarse exterior, Slater has won 
the admiration of fans in many 
areas. “It’s not a matter of win- 
ning popularity polls,” Dick ex- 
plains, “it’s a matter of winning 
matches. People like a winner. 
Look at Dusty Rhodes, for exam- 
ple: Big Dust is just a rough- 
assed Texas cowboy with a lot of 
guts and some good training as 
an athlete, but he’s no PR. man 
and no pretty boy either—yet 
he’s got a bigger following than 
Robert Redford. Paul Jones is 
another example. He’s hardly 
what you'd call ‘good-looking,’ 
but the people love him because 
he’s a winner and he gives it his 
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Dusty Rhodes 


best every time.” 

“Now, you take me, | got 
looks, but you won't ever see me 
trying to get by on them. If a guy 
wants to get by on his looks, he’d 
better become a male model or a 
politician or something like that, 
because you can’t do it in profes- 
sional sports!” 

Alexis Smirnoff is not a Rus- 
sian vodka salesman who defect- 
ed to the United States, he’s one 
of the toughest dudes who ever 
bucked the establishment in his 
native land to foresake the tradi- 
tion of perpetual Olympic com- 
petition in order to become a 
money-making professional 
athlete. Right now, he’s mixing it 
up with the best in the backyard 
of the aforementioned Ox, 
“Trickie Dickie” and others in- 
cluding Britisher Tony Charles. 
Tony, by the way, recently won 








the U.S. junior heavyweight 
championship. 

One of the best tag-team com- 
binations south (or, for that mat- 
ter, north) of the Mason-Dixon 
line and east (or west) of the 
Mississippi is that of Ron and 
Robert Fuller. They're a couple of 
long, tall Tennesseans in the 
tradition of Davy Crockett, and 
they’ll mix it up with you from 
now on if you’re willing. They 
combine an almost academic 
style of scientific wrestling with 
a deeply ingrained love of the 
sport. Being third generation 
wrestlers, this is easy enough to 
understand. Ron passed up an 
opportunity to play professional 
basketball, and interestingly 
enough, so did another grappler 
from that area, George Gulas. 
Gulas is the son of Nick Gulas, 
the veteran promoter who has 


Terry Funk 


been bringing top flight wrestling 
competition to southern sports 
fans for the past forty years. 


Jimmy Golden and Norvel 
Austin are a team you'll want to 
keep an eye on. The same can be 
said of an aggressive pair of 
masked men known as the 
Assassins. And let’s not forget 
rugged Paul Orndorff, who is 
practically a tag-team in himself. 

Up Carolina way, everyone is 
talking about the Jones boys, 
Paul and Rufus R. Paul continues 
to practice his Spartan training 
regimen, forsaking strong drink 


Manny Fernandez 


and high calorie eats in favor of 
the simpler, more nourishing 
health foods such as garlic, 
sunflower seeds, yogurt, and 
prunes. 

Mike Graham and Ray Stevens 
have joined forces to win the 
Florida tag-team championship. 
This combination has proved to 
be very effective against oppon- 
ents of all sizes and back- 
grounds. 

Speaking of teams, the Funk 
Brothers are back together again. 
While both men are former world 
champions and would like to 
regain the big one, they seem to 
have other things in mind at the 





moment. While neither is about 
to turn down a match with cur- 
rent title-holder Harley Race, it 
would seem that their motto—if 
they have one—must be, “Get 
Dusty Rhodes.” 

Sweet Brown Sugar shapes up 
as areal serious threat to the 
complacency of anyone holding 
any sort of championship belt. 
Sugar has said he wants to be 
the first masked man as well as 
the first black man ever to hold 
the world title. This, of course, 
will be pretty much up to him to 
accomplish, but in the tag-team 
department, he is getting an oc- 
casional boost from a soul 
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brother by the name of Bobo 
Brazil, and these fellows have 
really put together a devastating 
combination. 


Ric Flair insists that there is 
absolutely no one who posses- 
ses as much class as he. ‘‘Beau- 
ty,” he insists, “is not merely 
skin deep.” He is “...a beautiful 
person, through and through” — 
he says. 


Ole Anderson hails from Min- 
nesota, but the last we heard he 
was making himself very much 
at home in the Peanut State 
(formerly Known as the Peach 
State). Also making his head- 
quarters in Georgia is the 


Sir Oliver Humperdink & BGT a McGraw= 
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amiable Killer Karl Kox, who at 
last report was being managed 
by Bobby Heenan. Kox has a 
reputation for not getting along 
too well with managers, not that 
he has any particular ethical pro- 
blems with their conduct, he just 
doesn't like anyone telling him 
what to do. Kox is aloner witha 
devious mind who has never got- 
ten along with anybody over an 
extended period of time—well, at 
least not anybody except his in- 
visible friend, Alex. 

Manuel Fernandez came east 
from West Texas State University, 
where he was an outstanding 
football player and wrestler. Man- 
ny played a year of pro ball 





before settling down to a career 
in professional wrestling. He has 
made a big hit, especially with 
Latin American sports fans. 


Big JohnStudd thinks of a 
250-pound wrestler as something 
of a ‘‘middelweight.” Guess it 
depends on how you tip the 
scales yourself, and even if 250 
is “middle,” Big John is every 
ounce a super heavywight. 


Ken Patera is perhaps the 
strongest man in professional 
wrestling—a sport known for the 
powerhouses it produces. If com- 
petition weight lifting is any 
criterion, we would certainly have 
to give Ken plenty of considera- 
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Sweet Brown Sugar 


tion for this distinction. Ken 
utilizes his considerable strength 
in concert with the leverage gain- 
ed from his thorough knowledge 
of holds, and it shapes up as a 
combination which few op- 
ponents can withstand. 

Ernie “Big Cat” Ladd is still 
very much visible. But, then 
again, who can miss a guy that 
size? The Big Cat is called 
“boss” by lesser men, but still 
finds plenty of tough competition 
as he wrestles throughout the 
South. Ernie’s tremendous arm 
reach constitutes perhaps his 
biggest single asset. 

Georgeous George Jr., who 
modestly refers to himself as 
“The Fabulous G.G.,” has made 
himself conspicuous (how could 
he be otherwise?) in many parts 
of the South. In addition to being 





an accomplished wresiler, G.G. 
is quite a hand at singing con- 
temporary country-western style 
ballads. “Purely a sideline,” he 
explains, “I really don’t want to 
make Merle, Buck and Roy 
jealous of my fabulous voice.” 


The biggest news from down 
south is Dusty Rhodes’ win over 
NWA champion Harley Race in 
Tampa last August. Dusty lost 
the title back to Harley when 
they were rematched less than a 
week later— mainly due to a frac- 
tured forearm Dusty received ina 
fracas with Terry Funk before the 
match got started. Dusty was on 
the bench only a few days until he 
got an official OK to wrestle with 
a cast on his arm, and after that 
he set out in hot pursuit of Terry 


Funk like the champion he proved 
himself to be on August 21st. 

“| got to settle this thing with 
Funk before | do anything else!” 
Rhodes asserted, but we all 
know he won’t be passing up any 
opportunities for another shot at 
Harley Race. 

“There are people I’d rather de- 
fend this belt against than Dusty 
Rhodes,” Race admits, ‘‘but | 
have never been one to pick and 
choose my opponents. In 
Rhodes’ case, | know he’ll be 
after me and | know the pro- 
moters will be after the match. 
Well, that’s all right with me, 
because defending the world title 
has never been easy, and nobody 
has ever accused Harley Race of 
failing to meet any qualified 
challenger!” 

Harley certainly has every right 
to make this statement. Whether 
or not you happen to like his 
style, he’s defended the NWA ti- 
tle like a man who doesn’t know 
the meaning of the word “fear.” 
The pressure would have gotten 
to a lesser individual long before 
now. 

Also “on Harley’s case” is the 
man who beat him for the title in 
1973, Jack Brisco. Race, normally 
an aggressive competitor even 
when defending the world title, is 
at his most cautious when defen- 
ding against Brisco. There are 
some things a man just can’t 
forget. 

Herman E. “Bugsy” McGraw is 
currently being managed by Sir 
Oliver Humperdink, who has also 
taken charge of the affairs of 
Bad, Bad LeRoy Brown. Another 
manager who keeps things going 
his way is Masao “Tiger” Hattori, 
a Japanese gent who was a great 
amateur wrestler but lacked the 
beef to be a heavyweight. He has 
fielded three championship tag- 
teams in as many years. 

It’s been a great second half of 
’79 for wrestling here in the sun- 
ny southland, and we’re looking 
forward to an even better New 
Year. Hope y’all have a good ’un, 
too. * 
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Shock was the word every- 
where in wrestling when the news 
of what happened in Florida be- 
tween National Wrestling Alliance 
champion Harley Race and Dusty 
Rhodes broke. 

The entire incident is covered 
elsewhere in this edition, so suf- 
fice to say here that Rhodes took 
the N.W.A. laurels from Race in 
Tampa on Aug. 21, 1979. But Race 
rebounded quickly to dethrone 
Rhodes in Orlando on August 
26th, just five days later. Thus, 
Rhodes became the shortest-lived 
champion in champion in wres- 
tling history. 

Race moved into very elite 
company by getting the crown 
back from Rhodes. Race thus 
started his third reign as cham- 
pion. Since 1905 when the title 
was first recognized, only 36 grap- 
plers have held the World 
Heavyweight Championship. 


Greg Gagne 


Dick Murdock 


Just five of that select 36 won 
the honor three or more times. Lou 
Thesz was champion six times and 
Ed “Strangler” Lewis had the title 
five times. Now Race has joined 
Joe Stecher and “Wild Bill” 
Longson as three-time kingpins. 

Moreover, Race may be in- 
volved in the most difficult and 
trying schedule of any champion 
ever. Consider how busy Harley 
was simply during the week he 
won and lost the championship. 
Five or six defenses in a seven- 
day period is nothing new to Har- 
ley Race, a worthy but undoubt- 
edly worried champion. 

Another worried champion is 
American Wrestling Association 
ruler Nick Bockwinkel. The trou- 
ble for Bockwinkel started when 
his scheduled opponent was un- 
able to appear due to a late flight 
connection. 

Therefore, promoter Walley 
Karbo selected Greg Gagne to 
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substitute as Bockwinkel’s foe. 
Bockwinkel went into a tizzy, be- 
cause Greg has been hot on Bock- 
winkel’s trail for some time. Greg 
has a splendid record and felt 
that he definitely deserved a 
crack at Bockwinkel. 

Bockwinkel reluctantly relent- 
ed and agreed to give Greg the 
non-title event— mainly due to 
the possibility of removing Gag- 
ne as a threat to the crown and 
also under the threat of a heavy 
fine and possible suspension if 
he refused. 

For Bockwinkel, it was a dis- 
aster. Gagne first outwrestled 
Bockwinkel and then outslugged 
the A.W.A. boss when that be- 
came necessary. Finally Gagne 
trapped Bockwinkel with the 
sleeper hold right in the middle 
of the ring. 

Bockwinkel tried to squirm to 
the ropes, but could not make it. 
Soon Bockwinkel passed out and 





Greg Gagne had scored a truly 
stunning triumph. 

Now Bockwinkel is hoping that 
someone like The Super Destroy- 
er Mark Il, Bobby Duncum or Jes- 
se Ventura can whip Greg before 
granting Gagne a title bout be- 
comes reality. x 

Verne Gagne, Greg’s father, has 
been making plenty of news him- 
self. Verne teamed with “Mad 
Dog” Vachon, once a bitter ene- 
my, to win the AW.A. tag-team 
laurels from Pat Patterson and 
Ray Stevens. 

Why would Gagne, noted for 
his excellent scientific grappling, 
join forces with someone noted 
for his brutality? “l respect Va- 
chon and know personally how 
tough he is,” Gagne explained. 
“People like Stevens and Patter- 
son do not worry about rules, so 
| needed a partner who had the 
same philosophy. Plus, | can trust 
Vachon. He may be rough, but he 
is loyal.” 


Nick Bockwinkel 
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Vachon and Gagne clicked as 
they downed Stevens and Patter- 
son. This made Stevens particular- 
ly irate, as Ray claimed he had not 
yet recovered from a broken hand 
suffered in a match against 
Verne’s son Greg. 

“The A.W.A. forced us into this 
title match knowing | was not 
healthy and that we had not had 
time to work out strategy because 
Patterson has been so busy around 
New York,” griped Stevens, who 





Bobby Duncum 


has promised to get revenge on 
Vachon and both of the Gagnes. 


Rapidly making a name for 
himself in the Midlands is graceful 
George Wells, a 246-pound power- 
house with amazing agility. Most 
liken the speed and power of Wells 
to that of a hungry panther. 

As an athlete, Wells has fan- 
tastic credentials. Three times he 
won the California State high 
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King Kong Brody 


school wrestling championship. 
But, his coaches said in order to 
wrestle, he also had to play foot- 
ball. 

Wells did such a marvelous job 
on the gridiron that he got a foot- 
ball scholarship to college and 
then became a stalwart on the de- 
fensive line of Saskatchewan in 
the Canadian Football League 
(CFL). Six times Wells was picked 
to the All-League team and he 
regularly led the loop in sacking 
quarterbacks. 

Now, back in the squared cir- 
cle, Wells has perfected a spec- 
tacular flying shoulder block as 
one of his finishing maneuvers in 
the ring. “I finally decided to 
go into wrestling full-time, be- 
cause that was always my first 
choice,” Wells remarked. 

“Football was fun, but it was 
something | always had to do. For- 
tunately, | was very successful. 
Wrestling, though, is what | want 
and | am happy with my progress 
so far,” Wells added. 

And mat fans are happy to see 
Wells inside the ring. His potential 
seems unlimited and he is a true 
crowd-pleaser. 

Dick Murdoch has a constant 
companion in turmoil. Controver- 
sy follows Murdoch like a guard- 
ing angel, except that angel stirs 
up trouble. 
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Owner of the valuable Missouri 
State Championship by virtue of a 
triumph over Dick “the Bruiser,” 
Murdoch says he will not be satis- 
fied until he captures the N.W.A. 
crown from Harley Race. Murdoch 
nearly did just that in a recent col- 
lision between himself and Race. 
Special referee Verne Gagne had 
his hands full keeping the two 
from wrecking each other before 
Race surprised Murdoch with a 
front rolling cradle. 

“Lucky!” scoffed Murdoch, who 
then became engaged in a heated 
dispute with Dory Funk, Jr. The 





two battled to a time limit stale- 
mate and Funk was begging for 
more room on the clock. Even 
though Funk was bleeding (as 
Race had been thanks to the 
vicious tactics of Murdoch), Dory 
Jr. had Murdoch on the run at the 
bell. In the rematch, though, Mur- 
doch managed to retain the state 
belt. 

The smoke was still rising about 
the trouble with Funk when Mur- 
doch ignited the anger of Kevin 
Von Erich. Teamed with “Bulldog” 
Bob Brown against Kevin and 
Gene Kiniski (who has become 
a big booster of Kevin and his 
brother David), Murdoch scored a 
pin on Kevin with the illegal help 
of the ropes. 


The referee outside the ring 
spotted the infraction, nullified 
the pin and ordered action to start 
again. Soon Murdoch and Kevin 
were on the floor outside the ring 
and going at it tooth-and-nail. So 
the harried referees finally dis- 
qualified everybody. 

In Texas, Murdoch was tossing 
angry words at manager Gary Hart 
and his charges Mark Lewin and 
The Spoiler. At least, Murdoch 
plays no favorites. “I'll take on the 
dumb ape ‘King Kong’ Brody and 
‘sissy’ boy Ric Flair and old-man 
Jack Brisco, too!” bellowed Mur- 





doch. ‘I’m the best and | want to 
prove it.” 


Muscular Roger Kirby may 
not shout that he is the best in- 
side the ring (‘there are a few 
who might stay with me,” admits 
Kirby), but Roger is certainly in a 
class by himself when it comes to 
doing the leg press. 

Kirby holds the world record by 
lifting 2,800 pounds on a weight 
machine. And Kirby, a tough and 
gritty competitor, made the lift 
twice. The manufacturers of the 
machine warned against trying to 
hoist that much poundage, figur- 
ing such a lift would result in 
damage to ligaments and tendons. 

Cocky Kirby laughed off the 
caution and set the record. “May- 
be it was a mistake, though,” 
mused Kirby. “Ever since | did that 
almost a year ago, many so-called 
stars have been ducking me. It 
was hard enough to find any so- 
called top-ranked grapplers to 
give me achance before.” 

Kirby is tough and nobody 
would think to question his power. 


When it comes to rough, Bob- 
by Duncum fits right in. The for- 
mer St. Louis Cardinal football 
player has scored big on the mats. 
Main events on star-jammed cards 
have come to Duncum, a burly and 
hard-to-handle native of Texas. 

The bulldog headlock has been 
of particular use for Duncum, who 
uses his 288-pounds when ram- 
ming the neck of a rival into the 
mat. 

Duncum is also much sought 
after for tag-team duels. Itis a 
comforting sight to have Duncum 
come swinging to a partner's aid. 
The likes of Nick Bockwinkel, 
Stan Hansen and “Black Jack” 
Lanza have all found Duncum to 
be efficient and willing. 

“Now if Race or Bockwinkel or 
Bob Backlund just give me the 
opportunity, my destiny will be 
fulfilled by winning a major cham- 


pionship,” promised Duncum. 

With superior wrestling talent 
like this on the loose, no wonder 
champions like Race and Bock- 
winkel are worried. 


Terry Funk 





Midland fans, however, have 
nothing to worry about. The ex- 
citement generated by these 
wrestling aces is unsurpassed 
anywhere on the globe. x 
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New faces to the West Coast 
have been flying in and out, dis- 
playing their strength and ability 
to fans in San Francisco and sur- 
rounding areas. Included are 
such top-notchers as The Terrible 
Turk, Bruiser Bob Sweetan, Jerry 
Brown, The Masked Assassin, 
Rock Hunter, Chavo Guererro, 
George Wells, Ron Starr, Victor 
Rivera, Gama Singh, Irish Pat 
Barrett and Chief Frank Hill. 

The Assassin is a vicious 
272-pound masked grappler who 
has never been pinned, nor has 
he been unmasked. He boasts 
of having the hardest head in 
wrestling and to prove this, he re- 
peatedly bangs his head against 
a stack of wood boards, breaking 
them in half. 

He claimed he will soon do 
this same trick to the champion, 
to defeat him and win the title. 


fie) 


Ron Starr 
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Rock Hunter, Assassin’s man- 
ager, said Assassin is the great- 
est wrestler in the world—next 
to him, of course. According to 
Hunter, Assassin and he might 
eventually join forces for tag- 
team bouts. 

“The Assassin is my kind of 
wrestler,” Hunter claimed, “He 
is big, strong, vicious, and not 
afraid of anyone. If breaking an 
arm or leg is what it takes to win 
the match, then he is all for it. 
He'll fight fire with fire and that’s 
the right attitude.” 

Bob Sweetan, one of the most 
despised men in the area, wants 
Ron Starr’s title more than ever. 
The sadistic wrestler already de- 
feated Starr during a wild knock- 


down-drag-out brawl in San Fran- 


cisco recently, however he could 
not claim the crown since, ac- 
cording to National Wrestling Al- 











Barrett 


liance rules, a challenger must 
defeat a champion two out of 
three falls to claim the belt— 
Sweetan had won only one fall. 

After Sweetan won the first fall 
of action, both wrestlers were cut 
and bleeding during the second. 
Referee Frank Nocety checked 
both foreheads and ruled that 
both participants were cut too 
badly to continue, so the match 
was Called to a halt. Since 
Sweetan won the only fall, he 
won the match but not the title 
because of the already stated 
rules. 

Starr, therefore, still is the king 
but many predict he might lose 


‘ his belt to the bigger, often 


tougher, Sweetan. 

Starr is one of the most popu- 
lar wrestlers ever to appear on 
the West Coast and has held the 
crown for over a year and during 
each title defense thousands of 
fans backed him all the way. 

“He is the greatest champion 
we have ever had,” one ringside 


teen-age fan said. “He has lots of 
speed and ability, and he tries 
wrestling by the rules.” 

Another ringsider, a gal in her 
early twenties, enjoys watching 
Starr wrestle. “There’s always so 
much action when he’s in the 
ring,” she smiled. “l love watch- 
ing him. You never know what 
he’s going to do next.” 

Starr has met and defeated 
such highly rated challengers as 
rowdy Roddy Piper, Playboy Bud- 
dy Rose, Ed Wiskowski, Ron 
Pope, The Masked Avenger and 
The Turk. 

And he loves fans on the Cal- 
ifornia circuit. 

“People on the West Coast 
are some of the finest in the coun- 
try,” Starr said. “The fans here 
choose a wrestler to support and 
they go all the way. Their moral 
support is deeply appreciated. 
Without them backing me verbal- 
ly, | think | would be lost.” 
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“The fans were glad | won the 
belt, and they have supported me 
ever since. | love it.” 

Starr, along with many of the 
wrestlers on the West Coast, have 
also been wrestling throughout 
Kansas City and its surrounding 
areas. 

“| had to chase Starr all around 
the country, and in Kansas City | 
caught him,” Sweetan said. “I 
then managed to get him to sign 
for a title match in San Francisco. 
| have had to chase that bum 
throughout the United States and 
| won’t stop until | get that belt,‘ 
Sweetan shouted. 

“After all, | am bigger, stronger, 
tougher and much more experi- 
enced than Starr. That’s why | 
know I'll get the belt.” 

Starr had a few words to say 
about Sweetan’s comments. 

“Sweetan is a liar,” Starr said. 
“He never had to chase me any- 
where. | agreed to wrestle him at 


Report 


any time anywhere and under any 
conditions. | now have signed a 
rematch with him for San Fran- 
cisco, with no stopping for blood. 
lam not afraid of him, just like | 
am not afraid of any challenger.” 





Indian star Chief Frank Hillis 
a talented athlete and fans here 
are taking to him. Hill has been 
wrestling professionally for 6 
years and he prefers wrestling by 
the rules. 

“| don’t think any wrestler 
should automatically start a 
match by breaking the rules,” Hill 
said. “Wrestling is a sport and 
athletes should act accordingly. It 
doesn’t take much wrestling abili- 
ty to kick, hit, gouge, or stomp 
an opponent into defeat. The 
capable, talented wresiler is the 
one who utilizes his size, strength, 
and speed to his advantage. This 
is what | try to do. | want to be 
able to win my match through 
legal, scientific wrestling, not 
through biting or kicking.” 

“Using an object during a 
match is another move that total- 
ly detests me,’ Hill said. “I see 
no reason for it. Wrestlers like 
Sweetan, Assassin, Turk, and 
Hunter are prime examples of 
pro wrestlers who love breaking 
rules.” 

Hill's temper explodes during 
a match when his foe gets a bit 
too far out of line. He moves into 
his “Indian War Dance” and this 
usually results in another rousing 
victory. 

Hill wears Indian moccasin 
boots, long, colorful feathers, 
head dress and rabbit furs. A 
Cherokee, Hill has participated 
in athletic games since his days 
as a big and strong youngster. 

Action has been fast and 
furious throughout Oregon, as 
promoter Don Owens continues 
to bring fans big names and 
plenty of excitement. Playboy 
Buddy Rose, a former U.S. Cham- 
pion, returned to Portland after 
an absence of four months, and 
he is rougher than ever. 
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Rose had a recent “hair” 
match with young Steve Pardee 
in Portland. The loser of the bout 
was to have his hair completely 
shaved. Pardee lost the fall and 
the match and to the horror of 
the fans, he was forced to have 
his hair cut off. 

Pardee, 21, has (or had) long, 
thick, brown curly hair. The 
youngster has been wrestling 
professionally only for two years 
and such a loss could be a psy- 
chological defeat to him. 

“It hurt my pride, and embar- 
rassed me,” Pardee said after the 
bout. “But, | took it well. That 
was the agreement and | went 
through with it. But, the way | 
feel now, | will fight back harder 
next time.’ 

Reports indicated that Rose 
cheated during his victory over 
Pardee, and that if he hadn't, it 
would now be Rose walking 
around without hair. 

Flying Red Bastien has also 
been wrestling throughout 
Oregon effectively utilizing his 
19 years of mat experience. In 
Southern California, Chavo 
Guererro, Victor Rivera, Bad 
News Coage, and Pistol Pete 
have been headlining cards in 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, 
Bakersfield, Fresno, and San 
Diego. 

Coage, not too long ago, was 
a rule-breaker who would do any- 
thing within his power to wina 
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match. The 290-pound black star 
was hated by fans and foes alike. 
He suddenly changed his ways 
and began following the rules 
and most fans, skeptical at first, 
slowly began accepting him and 
taking him to their hearts. 

Chavo Guererro, of the famous 
wrestling Guererro Brothers, has 
been a long-time favorite of 
California mat buffs. Chavo, the 
older of the three boys, has been 
defeating all challengers with his 
speedy, effective grappling style. 

Hector, 21, is the youngest of 
the Guererros while Mando, 25, 
at 5'8”, is the shortest. Chavo 
has wrestled successfully 
throughout California, Texas, and 
has also toured Japan, Australia, 
and Canada. 

The boys’ father, Gory, was a 
worldwide traveler who defeated 
opponents in almost every coun- 
try he visited. He was respected 
by promoters, wrestlers, and fans 
alike. He, like his sons, believed 
in wrestling by the rules. With 
such a talented father, no wonder 
all three sons became top-notch 
wrestlers. 

The Guererro Brothers have 
proved that six-man tag matches 
are right up their alley. They 
never have lost such a bout to 
this date. 

“For one thing, since we all 
speak Spanish, it’s easy for us to 
communicate,’ Chavo said. “We 
can yell to each other in Spanish 





and most of our opponents don’t 
know what we’re planning next. 
Also, the three of us train togeth- 
er SO we know each other's style. 
That helps. We like wrestling by 
the rules, but we’ll break rules if 
our opponents do.’ 

lrish Pat Barrett and George 
Wells have been wrestling 
throughout California and 
Oregon, and they also have been 
wrestling in Kansas City. Barrett 
is a former Junior Heavyweight 
Champion of the World, and also 
a former champion of Ireland. 

The Irishman has perfected the 
spinning toe-hold and it hasn’t 
failed him yet. He feels it is the 
most effective hold in wrestling 
in that it is virtually impossible 
to escape from. 

“| spent over a year studying, 
practicing and perfecting the 
hold,” he said. The way | have it 
now, once | get the right grip on 
my foe, there’s no escaping. He 
will have to give up, or wind up 
with a broken leg. | can apply 
it to either the right or left leg. 

“! am not like many other wres- 
tlers who want to cripple or in- 
jure their opponents. | enjoy 
wrestling, and | want to wrestle 
by the rules. | am happy with 
playing fair, and scientifically. 
None of this gouging, kicking, or 
other such cheating for me. But, | 
have confidence in myself and 
my leg-lock. So once | have 
applied it, | am assured another 
victory. 

“Other wrestlers like Sweetan, 
Rose, Turk, Assassin and Aven- 
ger would keep applying the hold 
until they hear their opponent's 
leg snap. I’m not that kind of guy. 
Once my opponent gives up, | im- 
mediately let him go. | feel that’s 
the only way to wrestle.” 


Barrett usually enters the ring 
prepared for any eventuality. Re- 
cent matches have proved he has 
a temper that can explode when 
driven too far by a rule-shattering 
opponent. Normally, however, 
Barrett is a “good guy,” one who 
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likes nothing better than being a 
good sport. 

Alberto Madril, the popular 
wrestler from Mexico, seems to 
be improving with every match. 
He always is fast on his feet and 
it seems he spends more time in 
the air, up and over his opponent, 
than he does wrestling on the 
mat. The fans love him and 
respect his ability. 

Madril, who currently weighs 
his heaviest at over 250 pounds, 
has wrestled successfully 
throughout the United States, 
Japan, Australia, and Mexico and 
lately has been headlining 
matches throughout Southern 
California. He says he enjoys 
wrestling on the West Coast 
because the competition is 
tough, money is good, fans are 
great, and weather is beautiful. 
What more could a professional 
athlete want? 

Lots of exciting things are in 
the fire for West Coast mat fans. 
Promoter Roy Shire announced 
four midget wrestlers will appear 
in a tag-team match in San Fran- 
cisco December 28th as part of a 
big year-end holiday card. 

The annual 18-man battle-royal 
will be held in the Cow Palace 
January 26, 1980. The purse will 
be $30,000, and Shire plans on 
flying in some of the top wres- 
tlers in the world. 

“It’s not easy putting together 
a battle-royal,’ Shire said. “It 
takes time, connections, and 
hundreds of phone calls. And, of 
course, a lot of money. | am 
proud to say that | have never 
presented a battle-royal that 
didn’t feature the greatest wres- 
tlers the sport has to offer.’ 

At this writing, Shire isn’t sure 
who will be appearing. He hopes 
to have Bruiser Bob Sweetan, 
Dusty Rhodes, Andre the Giant, 
George Wells and Irish Pat Bar- 
rett entering. 

Readers will be kept posted of 
the latest West Coast wrestling 
happenings through future is- 
sues of WRESTLING WORLD. 
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Professional hockey continues on the upswing. The 
NHL and WHA are making great strides in 
bringing the sport to all parts of Canada and the 
United States. And right on top of all the action is 
HOCKEY ILLUSTRATED, bringing the best in hockey 
reading to all the fans each month of the season. 
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mailbox six issues of the largest selling hockey 
magazine in the world. For just $7.50 you get our 
bonus pre-season SPECIAL issue, complete with 
in-depth analyses of the two leagues along with 

our five regular monthly issues. Exclusive 
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color posters are in every issue. 
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Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


“THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 





to-follow instructions! 


Yes ... Witchcraft! Every time you hear 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secrets that you would 
like to know so that your life can be better; 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
you; so that serenity, love, power and com- 
fort can be yours! 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT lays bare these 
secrets for the first time! Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with money? A love life that would make a sultan en- 
vious? pope power to crush your enemies and reward your 
friends? at would it be worth to you to utter a simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vanish? Or say another, and im- 
mediately recover some lost object? 


What would it be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER... 


* How to Cast Spells that Really Work! 

* Your Magic Window on the World! 

* Personal Protection! 

* Telepathy Made Easy! 

* Influencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
* Controlling a Conversation! 

* The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

* Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 

® How to Find the Lover You Want! 


* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You! 
* How to Dominate Others! 
® Witchcraft Power for Money! 


MEET THE AUTHORS 


GAVIN FROST, B.Sc., Ph.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 


astral wings, as Witches do . . . go wherever you wish . . . do what- ® Withcraft Power to Make You Irresistible to Others! headquarters in Salem, Missouri, branches in several states 
ever you wish , ,. without being detected . . . watch the antics of * Spells for Finding Lost Objects! and worldwide membership. He is Marshal of the Gold Star 
others behind closed doors .. . hear private conversations . . . make * How to Always Win with Luck Spells! of England, with the right to wear the Saffron Robe and 
time run forward or backward . . . read tomorrow's newspaper in * More Power for Bigger Goals! one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 
a “black mirror”... find out what really happened in history - - . * Inhaling Cosmic Energy! privileged to wear the authentic mark of initiation on his 


make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You can use it to heal 
someone, influence the boss to give you that raise, or make some- 
one stop bothering you! It’s easy! The easiest thing in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or super-intelligent to get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all over the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right nowt 

Witches have known for centuries that people are scared of them 
and their powers! And rightly so! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME WER that gives you—literally—life and death control 
over other persons! Is someone bothering you? No problem at all, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called the 
“Cross Not My Path” ritual, for people who are having neighbor 
trouble. When you use it, you know you will never again have 
trouble with this neighbor! 

With these amazing Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
to you—in awe—you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'll be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration is bothering 
ou, Witchcraft will help you. It is not evil—nor is it Black Magic. 
ike electricity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 

men, to make life easier. 

You'll see how to get paid without working . . . how to get ex- 
pensive clothes and furs FREE . . . how to get a first-class plane 
seat FREE .. . how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
and pleasure palaces, start living like a millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witchcraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, so 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves. Factory owners kept their em- 
ployees in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil” in it. If it hadn't 
worked, no one would have worried about it If you want to 
gain power, all you need is this amazing Witch Book! 

By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love—or any- 
thing else—surely, swiftly and automatically! 


* THE WITCH’S MONEY JAR!—You'll discover the 
secret of the Witch’s Money Jar, a mysterious jar that fills 
with money—whenever you want or need it! All you need is 
some water, pennies, and an ordinary jar or bowl! You'll be 


amazed at the speed with which it fills with money—a seem- 
ingly endless supply of needed cash! 

* THE WITCH'S MONEY MAGNET!—You'll see how 
to magnetize a dollar bill so that it multiples! All you need 
to make your own Witch’s Money Magnet is a dollar bill, a 
green candle, and the words on page 38. Once you do this, 
your dollar will double and keep doubling! You'll enjoy 
glittering luxuries, and start living like a millionaire, as 
Witches do! 

* THE WITCH'S BLACK MIRROR!—Just as your TV 
set has been called your “window on the world,” so the 
Black Mirror is your “window on the psychic world"—the 
world of the unknown. Making your own personal Black 
Mirror takes only a few moments and can open the way to 
unguessable visions. All you need is a bowl of water, some 
ink, and the chant on page 23. Suddenly you will see scenes 
from other places and times, or any scene you wish to see! 





* Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 
* Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 
* How to Keep Evil Forces Away! 





miracles happen in their daily lives! 

You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 
parties, was ulways short of cash until he discovered the amazing 
WITCH'S MONEY JAR—now all he hus to do is dip in, for it 
brings him an endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
lending money to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollar on the table, and worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it. All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
moncy from her, rushed to pay her back! 

Hank was perpetually broke. One night he got together with 
some friends, and they decided to cast the MONEY SPELL. The 
very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance, (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
group that used the ape, a 40-year-old secretary, received an auto- 
mobile as a gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how xter, a retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll sce how Claudine, a 
secretary, was able to wear the finest, most expensive furs—-FREE— 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L., a widow—with noth- 
ing but a small pension, and a little savings~received her dream 
house, by using a simple 5-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

‘Using the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from moncy worries for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome ilinesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “In our experience . , . we have not 
found a single incurable disease!" 

* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his illness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
went to a doctor. Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line. His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance to the mind and body—in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all illness 
can be prevented. You are actually employjng an ancient Witch- 
craft method to remove diseased tissue! Even if you do not have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who had been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polio and arthritis, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
ported that she had no pain and could walk and garden again! A 
man reported that his son's deep 3rd degree burns miraculously 
healed overnight! 

«SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-year-old girl asked if 
she could try to heal a man who was limping—due to a torn liga- 
ment—with this simple Witchcraft healing method, In a matter of 
moments, she started her chant, laying her hands on the weak 
ankle. The man was miraculously cured! To skeptics, this should 
be convincing PROOF that anyone can use it! 


AMAZING POWER CAN BE YOURS! 


Whether you want infinite wealth, or just a comfortable new 
home, financial security, fine possessions, love, companionship, new 
health and vigor, power to control others, secret knowledge, pro- 
tection from evil, or anything else, the magic power of Witchcraft 
can bring it to you quickly, easily and automatically! It's the easiest 
thing in the world! 

* HOW TO SEE INTO THE FUTURE!—Would you like to be 
able to see the future? You CAN with the magic Black Mirror you'll 
see how to make on page 23. All you need is some ink and a bow! of 
water. Then use the chant on this page, and you will be able to sce 
many things. One man uses it to read tomorrow's newspaper. YOU 
can use it to check the stock market or that important horse race! 

¢ MAKE TIME RUN BACKWARD OR FORWARD!—A 
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PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD. 
3200 Lawson Bivd., Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 
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wrist. Although descended from a long line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of 
International Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers to be thought of as a humble teacher. 

Mrs. YVONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction 
and publishing Survival, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop. 

Articles by or‘about Gavin and Yvonne Frost have ap- 

ared in such national publications as Midnight and the 

‘ational Enquirer. 





FREE ... The Witches Protection Amulet 
For Just Examining The Witch Book. . . 


When you receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 


CRAFT, we will send you the witches 

rotection pentagon medallion (See p. 
26) that will protect you from evil. 
Whether you keep the book or not, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift, So send in this no-risk coupon 
right now! 


% inch dia. 


Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand still or to run it 
backward or forward! To make your face look young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the instructions on 
page 27. You can fly through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on page 126. You 
can visit a friend, look in on an acquaintance and se what he is 
doing—cven appear in someone's dreams, and convince that person 
to do whatever you wish! 

* SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There is a magic 
handshake that Witches often use, revealed on page 62. With this 
secret, you can implant a thought in someone's mind! You can use 
this Witchcraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for identical 
thoughts. With this secret, you can read your friend's mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witchcraft can make you rich, even in a ghetto! You should 
never have to worry about the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a boss! No matter how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
can bring you a life filled to-the brim with pleasure, wealth, and 
all the glittering luxuries of the world! To get your copy of this 
amazing Witch Book, simply fill out and mail the more coupon! 


TAOS MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! pa eR MET | 


| PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD., Dept. W875 

| 3200 Lawson Bivd., Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 

I Gentlemen: Please rush me a copy of THE MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, by Gavin and Yvonne Frost! 
| I enclose in full payment. I understand that I ma: 
l examine this book for a full 30 days entirely at your ris! 
| or money back and whatever I decide the FREE Amulet is 
mine! 

| 1 Check here if you wish your order sent C.O.D. Enclose 
| only $1 good-will deposit now. Pay postman balance, plus 
I 

| 

! 

| 

I 


C.O.D. charges. Same moncyback guarantee, of course. 


NAME 





Please print 
ADDRESS 





ZIP 


It)! (| ea 





Incomparable. 


Our prices are the lowest you'll ever see. We've eliminated the middleman to bring you the 
highest quality exercise equipment available. Take them anywhere. These seven products 
are all you'll ever need to start feeling fit. Order now. We dare you to pass up this offer. 












STEEL CABLES 


Powerful chrome-plated 5 heavy steel springs, made to 

last. Excellent to develop back, arm and chest muscles for 
maximum definition. W/ free course only $9.48 plus $1.50 
for shipping and handling. 


let 
POWERIZER { »-\ 
Sturdily built of light- : 
weight materials. Easy 
to use. Slip fingers into 
the grippers and slowly 
squeeze for only 5 minutes 
a day in order to build power 
in your hands, wrists and fists. 
W/ free course only $8.95 plus 
$1.50 for shipping and handling. 






















\ 


~~ $8.95 











POWER BUILDER 


Made of chrome-plated heavy-duty 
steel with moulded vinyl grips. A 
powerful aid in the development of all 
the muscles in your upper body. 

W/ free course only $15.48 plus $2.00 
for shipping and handling. 


Made of the 
finest quality 
materials. Aids 
in the develop- 
ment of a power- 
ful grip required 
in numerous sports and can be used 
as an effective means of relieving 
tension. W/ free course only $2.48 
plus $1.00 for shipping and handling. 







$2.48 











CHINNING BAR POWER TWISTER 


Of strong tubular construction which can support Made of durable steel spring and rubber handles. 

any weight up to 200 pounds. Ends of bar are rubber Ideal for developing strong arms, shoulders and 
tipped and can instantly tighten across any doorway. chest. Excellent to round out your training 

Chinning builds powerful arms, shoulders and program. W/ free course only $8.48 ee 
back. W/ free course only $8.98 plus $2.00 for shipping = 





plus $2.00 for shipping 
and handling. 


and handling. 





MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — MAIL TODAY 
A.P.M. PRODUCTS, LTD. * DEPT.WW- 1,P.0. BOX 5973 SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91413 ; 
Please ship the following items: Enclosedis Check O Money Order t 
QUANTITY PRODUCT Total Amt. = $ ; 

Add Shipping & ! 
Handling Per Item = $ ‘ 
Calif. residents add 6% tax = $___ : 

I 
1 
t 
1 
I 
I 
' 
' 
I 
' 
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a ‘ MY was , ; 
Skipping builds “Ss e844 
strong legs, “Saasee” 


endurance and $2 48 


1 
' 
i 
1 
! 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
! 
stamina. Our : 
high quality skip rope is made | : 
! 

! 

1 

1 

1 
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! 

1 

1 

1 




















TOTAL =$ 
with ball bearing handles of 
polished wood and long lasting ESAT 
cord. Can be used in the office, NAME 
when traveling or at home. Ss 
W/ free course only $2.48 plus een 
$1.00 for shipping and handling. BN a IP 


Dealer/Distributor Inquiries Invited * Please allow 30 days for delivery. 


